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Gentlemen: . o _

The heekeeping industry in New Zealand hag seen some important
changes during the past year. In some cases these changes have been
immediately apparent to the average beekeeper in his everyday life—
others, equally important, will he felt in the year ahead, but in all it is
gignificant that this Association has continued to play a leading part
poth in determining policy and in sceing that it is carried out in the
pest interests of the industry as a whole. :

b

Price Decontrol: :

Without doubt the most important development of the year and one
which has affected beekeepers both large and small has been the return
to free marketing. After sixteen years of price control which has
humpered the economic progress of the industry we have been given the
gpportunity of serving the consumer on a market free from restrietion—
a Government decision which should be welcomed by any healthy industry
which is prepared to accept the challenge ‘of competitive trading. Not
only will this enable producers to maintain their production in the face
of increasing overhead charges, which is of immense importance to the
security of the individual beekeeper, but it has given the desired incentive
for mecting the demands of a selective pélblic ‘who appreciate a wider
diversity of packs and varietiez of honey of all grades. The steps which
weve taken by the Executive prior to decontrol taking effeet will be
Imown to you gll and require no further elaboration at this stage. It
is noteworthy, however, that the responsibility for establizhing a reason-
able initial price for honey under free marketing and the publication
of this information for the guidance of all producers and the protection
of the public was assumed by the Executive of this Association, Ths
Honey Price Index No. 1 sought to gain for the producer a reasonable
price increase of approximately 1d per’ lh. for bulk honey, at the same
time preserving the recognised profit marging of the merchant and retailer,
and while the retail prices of honey have in some cases risen beyond
the levels which we recommended, this is in no way attributable to the
producer, but rather to the trade’d, desire for a higher return for
handling. It is hoped in the future fo resclve our differences of opinion
over marging of profit for handling with the representatives of retailers’
organisations. The responsibility for future policy on honey prices
appears to have passed to the Association, and in this producers, dis-
tributors and consumers can be assured of fair and reasonable treatment,

Toxic Pesticides: :

When our last Conference closed, considerable concern was exercised
by beekeepers over the continued danger created by the absence of regu-
lations governing the proper usc of agricultural pesticides. Through the
co-operation of acrial applieators and departmental officers, and perhaps
a measure of good fortune, ne serious losses of bee stocks oecurred last
year as the result of improper or untimely use of toxic agricultural
chemicals, However, your Executive, regarding the problem of far-
reaching importance, have continued to press for the introduetion of
permanent measuares of control which would be satisfactory, not only to
beekeepers, - but also to farmers and other interested parties. In this
conncction it is pleasing to record the sympathetic interest of the Minister
of Agriculture in providing the industry with a temporary though
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- Identification of Out-Apiaries:

immediate measure of protection under an amendment to the Apiarieg
Act which your Exeeutive were pleased to accept on the assurance thag
wider measures under proposed new legislation would not be jeopardised,
I refer, of course, to the proposed Agriemltural Chemieals Bill and ouy
latest advice would indicate that some measure of success may soon hea
accorded our efforts to secure satisfactory control measures through
this medium.

Consequent upon the failure of beekeepers to act upon the appeal
made by the Executive and the Department for co-operation in so marking
cut apiaries as to render them easily identifiable as to ownership the
Executive has supported the Department in promoting regulations tg
make the marking of out-apiaries compulsory, and these measures will
be coming into force at an early date. :

General Marketing: .

The unique position of the Association in its ability to represent
the views of the industry as a whole, rather than the inteirests of purely
goetional factions, hag, over the years, demonsatrated its worth in a variety
of situations. The value of such broadly based representation has had
no more practical expression than through the Association’s appointee
on the Honey Marketing Authority, who, in a non-elective position, has
continued to express a vicw on the funetions and policy of that body
in line with the interests of the industry as seen by your Executive.)
The value of such free cxpression is inestimable, both in providing
reasonable balance and truly representative thought on problems which
affect the industry as a whole.

Your Executive is still. convinced that the Marketing Authority as'
an industry-controlled organisation provides the best possible set-up for
the marketing of our produee. Producers and packers alike have the
opportunity of a voice in itz affairs through their elective qualifications,
and in this year’s elections wvoting rights will be hased on a two-vear
qualification in line with last year’s Conference recommendation. It igi
noteworthy that from the time of the first election an island balanee |
of representation has been established, and while there is no regul'atoryi
provision to ensure that this position is maintained, it is in many respects
a desirable state of affairs. |

Pollination: ;

The increasing importance which iz being attached to the value of
bees as pollinators is bringing new problems fo the commercial “honey
producer, Under mere intensive farming conditions, seed growers and
other primary producers arc beginning to attach far greater significance
to the results of overseas experiments which have shown vastly improved
crop yields and pasture maintenance through adequate pollination by
bees with the result that the demands upon the beekeeper in some areas
have become embarrassing. However, while agriculture stands to gain
in substantially inereased returns from better pollination service, the
beekeeper can only stand to lese in providing the farmer with a greater
density of bee population than is cconomically required for honey produe-
tion, and the time is fast approaching when farmers will have o consider
the provision of the serviec as a commercial proposition in which the
beekeeper must receive some reward. The growing awareness of the
invaluable contribution which hees make to a successful agricultural
economy has been recently demonstrated at the Dominion Conference of
the Agricultural section of Federated Farmers where a resolution was.
passed supporting this Association in its efforts to obtain the appoint:
ment of an addition research officer to study the whole question of
effective pollination in New Zealand.

Publicity and Public Relations: o
Your Executive has, from time to time, felt it desirable that publicity
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should be given to certain matters, and it is pleasing indeed to record
the readiness with which press and radio facilities have been made
available. In such matters as decontrol of prices the neccessity for
aequainting the public with the attitude of the industry and its policy
on future prices is indisputable, and I feel sure that members will agree
that any statements which have been released have only enhanced the
gtanding of the beekeeper and the industry.

Internal publicity and information play a big part in any organisa-
tion, and in this the Association’s quarterly journal, “The New Zealand
Beekeeper,” has continued a useful job throughout the year. The con-
gstently high quality of this informative organ rdflects considerable
evedit on our Editor, especially in view of the fact that throughout the
year he has been working under a severe personal disability.

Membership:

During the year the Manawatu Branch has been wound up, and
Buller, King Country and Taranaki are considering similar action. How-
ever, this is far from being a sign of deelining faith in the Association,
in that it is brought about mainly by the changing pattern within our
industry whereby the small man is going out of existence and heckeeping
js becoming concentrated in larger and more economie units.

I feel that it is fair comment to state that the Association has
rever enjoyed greater confidence of heekeepers than it does to-day, and
this has been strikingly evidenced hy nearly one hundred new membership
applications during the past year. The majority of our branches, being
established in intensive areas of beekeeping, continue to maintain and
in many cases improve in strength, demonstrating that they continue to
provide an important service within our organisation.

The year generally has, I feel, been a most worth-while one, in the
amount of work which has been donc and the success which has been
accorded our efforts. In addition to the major problems of prices and
pesticides, action has been taken on Union membership, transport regu-
lations, pollination, licensing of Honecy-mead production, and other minor
matters too numerous to mention. In all, we have been fortunate In
having the sympathetic consideration and assistance of the Minister of
Agriculture and officers of his department, and it is only fitting that we
should record our appreciation of this valuable interest in our welfare
and aid in overcoming our problems.

Branch officers have continued to serve the Assoeiation well, while
in our ecentral administration the willing and able assistance of my
fellow Executive members has made our work both pleasurable and
satisfying. The General Secretary, as the Association’s principal adminis-
trative officer, has again proved himself to be a most valuable servant
of the industry and has carried out his duties to our entire satisfaction.

[}

Bearing in mind that the secretarial position is necessarily a part-time

one, but at the same time conscious of the fact that we often require
hlg full-time serviecs, usually at short notice, when matters of importance
arise, the Executive has decided to increase his retainer by £25 per
annum as from 1st June, 1957.

We have met and overcome many of our problems during the past
Year, but the next year will undoubtedly, indecd is already bringing forth
New ones. I am convinced that as long as unit and amity which is
evident to-day within the industry is maintained in the future, we will
continue to achieve worth-while progress which will ensure the mainten-
ance of our general welfare. -

J. W. FRASER, President.
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it always does look in GLASS
...SPARKLING...SMOOTH ... MOUTHWATERING _

WHAT YOU BUY !

GLASS GOODS HAVE NOTHING

- TO HIDE!

N.Z. Glass Manufacturers Co. Pty. Ltd’s.
HONEY JARS (three sizes available) put the
‘eye-and-buy’ appeal in honey sales.
Consumers prefer the after-use, EXTRA-value
provided by glass containers. :

Retailers acclaim glass goods resistance to

climate, water, mildew and corrosion.

A good product DESERVES a GOOD ‘pack’
- . and the BEST Honey ‘Pack’ is GLASS!
Full information from —

Great South Road, Penrose, Auckland.
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NOTICE BOARD

“MARKETING AUTHORITY

The election of two producer repre-
gentatives to the Honey Marketing

Authority will take place during
ptember.  The closing date for
pominations  was  August 14. The
two retiring members are Messrs W.
Nelson and T. E. Pearson.
* # -

N.B.A. REPRESENTATIVE

At a meeting of the Dominion

Executive held in Hamilton following.

the Conference, Mr J. W. Fraser wasg
re-appointed as the N.B.A. represen-
tative on the Honey Marketing Au-
thority for the coming wyear,

* * *

CIRCULAR SERVICE

Members  are reminded that as
from the commencement of the finan-
cial year 1957-58, those desiring to
receive copies of Conference Agenda
and Head Office Circulars may do so
on payment of ten shillings (10/-)
per year in advance, direct to the
General Secretary.

* * *

MAILING JOURNALS

It is intended shortly to introduce
an addressograph system for mailing
Journals, and it is important that
the correct addresses should be re-
corded on the plates. Will readers
therefore please check the addresses
on their Journal envelopes and notify
the General Secretary of any inac-
curacies.

MR WILLIAMS LEAVES EXECUTIVE

After sixteen years, the Executive
ig without the services of Mr E. D.
Williams: In this time “Des” has
served as Executive member, Vice-
President, and for six consecutive
years as Dominion President. At all

times he has approached the prob-
lems of the day in a serupulously
fair manner—his one ecriterion has
been, “Is it good for the industry as
a whole?—and his unfailing good
humour has often relieved tense
moments,

As the Association’s representative
he took part in many negotiations of
importance, notably with the Price
Control Division and in connection
with the establishment of the Honey
Marketing Authority, on which he
served as the N.B.A. representative.

Although Mr Williams felt that his
place on the Executive should he
taken by some other member, he hasg
offered his services to the industry as
a producer representative on the
Honey Marketing Authority this
year.

COMBINED MEETING

At the conclusion of the Hamilton
Conference members of the Honey
Marketing Authority met the Execu-
tive, and the opportunity was taken
to discuss current affairg and the
approach to matters requiring atten-
tion during the coming year.

SUCCESS IN QUIZ SHOW

A return air trip to England for
herself and her son, Robin, was won
by Mrs E. O. Ball, of Hook, near
Waimate, when she answered 10
questions correctly at a radio quiz
show in Waimate. As a result she
will be able to wvisit her home town,
Wallasey, in Cheshire. Mrs Ball is
the first winner of this prize, which
includes £200 spending money to help
on the journey.

Mre Ball is the wife of a well-
known commercial beekeeper and
prominent member of the South Can-
terbury Branch, We extend to her
our cordial congratulations and we
hope she and Robin have an enjoy-
able trip to the Old Country.

“THE INDIAN BEE JOURNAL

official organ of the All Indias Bee-
keepers’ Association. 10/- per year
(International Money Order).

Address: Ramgarh, Dist, Nainital,
U.P., India, .
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MEETING OF SUPPLIERS

A meeting was held in Hamilton
on. Tuesday evening, July 30, to de-
cide the future of the Honey Sup-
pliers’ Association, a body which has

been in recess for about ten wears.

After a full discussion it was decided
that the Association should go into
further recess for amn indefinite
period. A committee of three was
set up to act as trustees for the
Agsociation’s funds.

AUCKLAND BUILDING

- At the conclusion of hiz address to
Conference the Minister of Agricul-
ture (the Rt. Hon. K. J. Holyoake)
was asked to comment on reports
that the Marketing Department
building in Auckland had Tbeen
“hawked arcund” the country and
eventually sold to the N.Z. Packing
Corporation for £70,000. It was sug-
gested that the building should have
been offered to the beekeeping indus-
try in view of the fact that the
Marketing Awuthority was now ercect-
ing much smaller premises at a cost
of about £80,000. k

Reports of “hawking around” re-
ferred to the factories at Pukekohe
and Motueka, said the Minister, and
the figure of £70,000 quoted as the
sale price of the Auckland building
was incorrect. There were other
industries as well as the beekecping
industry which might have been in-
terested in the building, but it was
regarded by the Government as an
essential part of the larger venture
and it had been decided az a matter
of policy to sell it together with
the other factories as a single unit.

ROYAL JELLY

The subjeet of Royal Jelly was
raised briefly at Conference, and Mr
T. Palmer-Jones reviewed recent de-
velopments in the use of this sub-
stance, Preparations containing
royal jelly are being sold at fancy
prices, especially in Europe, both as
cosmetics and for their medieinal
properties. However, their actual
value in either direction has not yet

been proved. Mr Palmer-Jones con-
sidered that there would be no diffi-
culty in the production of royal jelly
by the usual cell-raigsing methods if
a market for it should develop.

The discussion on this topic pro-
vided some of the more. hilarious
moments of Conference when the
prospect of prosperity for beekeeperg
and rejuvenation for all brought
forth some ontertaining comments,
Omne speaker mentioned the reprodue-
tive powers of the queen hee, and
suggested that royal jelly might have
a surprising effect on human beings,

A voice: “We could take a course
of treatment and report back at next
Conferencel” )

Chairman: “Thank you, gentlemen.
I think the debate has concluded with
a2 well-timed word of warning,” "

" POLLINATION RESEARCH

Support for Federated Farmers

Two matters of intorest to the
beekeeping industry was discussed at
the Annual Meeting of Federated
Farmers’® Agriculture Section at
Palmerston North on June 19th, and
by courtesy of the Section the Gen-
cral Secretary (Mr R. A. Fraser)
and BMr T. Palmer-Jones were in
attendancc,

The subject of toxiec pesticides was
raised by a remit asking for the
reagons behind the banning of meta-
systox as a chemiecal to be applied
aerially for aphis control. Mr Fraser
informed the Conference of the in-
formation available on this subject,
drawing attention to the fact that it
was another example of materials
being imperted and recommended for
nee in New Zealand without proper
testing under loeal conditions, and
demonstrating the need for Federated
Farmers to continue pressing for the
introduction of the Agrienltural
Chemicals Bill, Mr Palmer-Jones re-
ported on the experiments which he
had ecarried out in fleld trials with
metasystox which proved that the
claim that the material was of low
toxieity to bees and humans was
incorrect. E

Federated Farmers had approached
the Department of Agriculture re-
guesting the importation of long-
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tongued bumble bees from Canada
for red clover pollination, and this
request had heen refused. A remit
gought to take the matter further
with the Minister. In the discussion
on this remit Mr Fraser quoted evi-
dence showing the effectiveness of
honeybees in red eclover pollination
and emphasised the value of honey-
pees generally as the most reliable

pollinating agents in agriculture. He

mentioned the extent of research
facilities in New Zealand and the
peed for extension in this field in the
interests of farm production.

The Conference passed a resolu-
tion supporting the National Bee-
keepers’ Association in their request
for the appointment of an additional
research officer to ecarry out studies
in pollination. '

sub-committee was set up to
meet the Director-General of Agri-
culture and discuss the importation
of bumble bees for pollination
purposes. :

'EXECUTIVE MEETING

All members were present at a
meeting of the General Executive
held in Hamilton on July 29th, 1957,
The Editor (Mr J. McFadzien) was
also in attendance. The President
(Mr J. W. Fraser) was in the chair.

Agricultyre. Department

Mr A. M. W. Grelo and Mr T. 8.
Winter were welcomed io the meet-
ing, and there was a discussiem on
the control of toxic pesticides ana
other issues.’

Mr Greig indicated that the Agri-
cultural Chemiecals Bill was at pre-
sent the subject of negotiations with
the various parties concerned. Mem-
bers drew attention to the potency of

the preparations now becoming avail-

“able and emphasised the need to
provide protection not only to pollin-
ating insects but also the publie
zenerally. i

The Apiaries Protection Regula-
tions have now been drafted to pro-
hibit the application of toxic pesti-
cides to flowering cruciferous and
leguminous crops from September to
March, except with a special permit,

Mr Greig advised that the ap-
pointment of a Research Officer in
the South Island was receiving con-

~elation wwewld

sideration, and it was agreed that
a more specific statement of the
Association’s request, together with
the support of Federated Farmers,
would give more weight to this pro-
posal.

Other matters discussed included
the establishment of a Diploma in
Beekeeping, regulations for the iden-
tification of apiarieis, and the pro-
posed measures to combat any
possible outbreak of acarine or other
bee diseases,

Marketing Authority

The report of the N.B.A. repre-
sentative was discussed, and members
complimented Mr J. W. Fraser on his
work in this capacity during the past
year. .

Hive Mats

The manufacturers advised that
the fraying of the edges of hive mats
could be avoided by sewing the edges
{at a cost of 4d each) or by treating
the edges with latex (at a somewhat
lower cost). It was decided to ascer-
tain the cost of the latter treatment
and to refer the matter to Branches
for their opinion.

Overseas Yisitors

In response to a request Mr Greig
advised that where possible the Asso-
kY i mn(g:,iﬁed o{ the im-
ending a 1y Eeitapg
Eversefs connected with the 'bee!g&'gl
ing industry. In this connection it
was indicated that Dr. J. Eckert, of
Davis University, California, would
perhaps be visiting New Zealand
within the next year or so.

CONFERENCE REPORT

The Annual Dominion Conference
was held in Hamilton on July 80 and
31 and August 1. The President
(Mr J. W. Fraser) was in the chair.
There was a very good attendance of
100 or more, including about 25
members from the South Island.

Delegates were welcomed to the
city by His Worship the Mayor of
Hamilion (Mr R. Braithwaite), and
the Minister of Agriculture (the Rt.
Hon. K. J. Holyoake) opened the
Conference. :

In his address Mr I-Iolybake traced
the history of beekeeping in New
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gealand since the first introduction
of honey—bee:s in 1839, and mentioned
that the Waikato had been one of the
carliest centres of commercial honey
production. The trend had been
toward larger commerecial units and
q steady growth of the National Bee-
keepers Association as the organis-
ing body. Today there existed a
close relationship between beekeepers
and the general farming community
with a better understanding of the
ace of bees in agriculture, and the
control of toxic sprays by regulations
was now accepted by the primary
industries. e

Mr Holyoake referred to the work
of the Department of Agriculture in
the development of apiculture through
the efforts of the apiary instructors
and the specialist activities of the
Research Officer and Apiculturist,
The incidence of disease last year
had been the lowest on record.

It was now four years since the
establishment of the Honey Market-
ing Authority, and the acceptance of
the responsibility of self-government,
and as with other industries he was
sure that beekeepers had within their
ranks the ability. and collective wis-

o 4o wwn their own affairs effiei-
ently. The Authorivy syn-a. mvnﬁi‘%
)

from the conservative valuation

gtocks which they had taken over
from the Department at the com-
mencement of their operations, and
from the subsidy towards the rental
of the building they had sinee oceu-
pied. Finance had been provided for
the Authority’s own building, which
would be completed in November, and
he felt that the industry could go
forward with some sense of achieve-
ment and confidence in the future.

In opening the Conference Mr
Holyoake assured producers of his
confinued interest in their welfare,
and he wished them a successful and
profitable meeting.

Mr Holyoake answered a number
of questions and showed his interest
in the Conference by remaining to
hear the address by Mr E. A, Field
(Chairmar of the Honey Marketing
Authority) and the Annual Report
of the Associetion presented by the
President.

Mr Holyoake wWa= thanked by the
President for his attedance at Con-
ference and for his intesegt and as-

sistance in the affairs of the industry.

The Annual Statement of Accounts
was then read, and after some dis-
cussion this, together with the Annual
Report, was adopted.

Mr A. M. W. Greig (Director of
the Horticulture Division) then ad-
dressed the Conference, outlining
matters of interest in the work of
the Division.

In reply to questions Mr Greig
emphasised that no system of quar-
antine or import control could he
absolutely watertight, and he ap-
pealed to producers to assist in pre-
venting the introduction of new pests
or diseases. Referring to the impor-
tation of hees, Mr Greig stated that
the present policy. on the recommen-
dation of the Association, was to
import only TItalian bees, and only
from countries free from acarine
dizease.

The following remits were dis-
cussed :—

Association Policy
“That Conference be held as early
ag possible in July.” Carried.
“That while this Conference de-
gzires the supply of the Journal to be
continued free to members, it is of
the opinion that a charge to cover

%ge _ costs involved should he made

a full discussisn .. In the course of
that the Association derivéd &bt
from industry funds and that under
the present system the Journal pro-
vided a full coverage for the Market-
ing Authority and the Department of
Agriculture and was an excellent
medium for advertising. The remit
was lost. )

“That the minimum subseription
for mecmbership be raised to ten
ghillings per annum and that the
scale of subseriptions be extended fo
o maximum of five pounds for 600
hives, provided always that a mem-
ber with less than 30 hives receives
only one vote.” This remit, which was
brought forward by the Dominion
Executive, was carried.

Marketing Policy

“That Conference recommend to
the Honey Marketing Authority the
abandonment of the contract system.”
Lost,

“That we deplore the fact that the
Executive did nothing to implement
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the remit to last year’s Conference
regarding the loan for the .
building, and that we press for a
Joan from the Reserve Bank at one
per cent. interest to pay off the State
Advances.” Carried. K

“That the Marketing Authority’s
close of contract he extended to the
end of February.” Lost. 3

“That owing to the apparent dis-
crepancy between the amount of
honey bearing seals, honey supplied
to the H.M.A.,, and the total crop
estimate, the incoming Executive take
whatever steps are necessary to
make a thorough investigation into
the method of collection of and
accounting for seals money, and the
basis of arriving at the total erop
estimate.” Carried. :

“That the existing price per pound
range in retail price, ie, 1lb. to 20lb,
and from 201b. to 6€0lb., be changed
to 1lb. to 30lb. and from 30lb. to
601h.” Carried. '

“That the Honey Marketing An-
thority be requested to advise the
industry from time to time of honcy
. price - fluctuations.” Carried,
,“That in view of the impossibility of
the H.M.A. returning to suppliers
costs of production or a return com-
parable with that of the non-supplier,
the Executive I:eguesE an_inyesfics
tion of the posifiey %o securing =
gibsidy on the H.M.A. payout.”
Carried.

“That this Conference recommends
that the H.M.A. defer the installing
of a honey packing plant until such
time as it can be proved that pro-
dveer-packers are not able to supply
sufficient quantity of honey of a
quality to meet the market’s reguire-
ments.” Lost.

“That the Honey Marketing Au-
thority consider the introduction on
the local market of separate colour
packs.” Carried.

“That of any advertising done by
the H.M.A., half be applied to the
Authority’s. own brands and half to
honey generally.” = Carried, :

“That the position of suppliers and
seals purchasers in regard to the
ownership “of assets and responsi-
bility for debts ineurred by the
Honey Marketing Authority be elari-
fied, and that the Executive be
instructsd to negotiate with the Min-

" by this consideration.

ister with a view fo putting the
industry in a position of security.”
Carried.

Research i
“That Conference expresses its dis-
appointment at the delay in giving
effect to the remit earried at last
year's Conference asking for the
appointment of an apiculturist in the
Bouth Island and that the Executive
bring to the notice of the Minister
the inadequacy of research facilities
in this country as compared with
those available in other countries
where honey production iz of lesser
value.,” Carried. : .
“That the Department of Agriecul-
ture be requested to investigate the
value of hees in regard to pollination
and its wultimate effect on the
economy of the country.” Carried.
“That experiments be conducted by
the Department of Agriculture to
prove the economic value of bees in
assisting in the regeneration of back
or high country pastures where at
present it is uneconomic. for honey
production.” Carried. ]
“That the Department of Agricul-
ture be requested to investigate 1§he
problem of wax moth eontrol with

; i the use of
articulay vef AL
gen_}'_l mromide or similar substance.”
Carried. i .

Administration
“That this Conference appreciates

~the value of part-time apiary ingpee-

tion and desires the work to continue
a3 previously.” Carried.

“That wherever possible part-time
apiary inspectors bhe drawn from
finaneial members of the Associa-
tion.”  Although speakers agreed
that it was desirable that part-time
inspectors should be members of the
Association, it was considered of
more importance that the best men
available should be obtained for this
work and that the efforts of the
Department shonld not be restricted
] The remit was
ost. :

General

“That the Executive go rully into
the possibility of honey mead pro-
duetion on a commeraal scale for
sale to the publie,” Carried.

“That the Execative examine the-
position of ele~ric power charges in
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pulk suppliers’ sheds in an endesv-
our to bring them into line with
those charged to other primary pro-
ducers.”  Carried,

- “That the manufacturers of hee-
keeping material exercise more care
in the selection of timber.” Carried.

“That Branches of the Association
‘pe reminded of the necessity for
articles, including photographs, to be
sent to the Editor with the ides of
improving  ‘The N.Z. Beckeeper’.”
(arried.

“That the Association explore the
possibilities of Glass Manufacturing
Companies producing faney jars for
the attractive packing of “honey.”
Speakers estimated that the cost in-
volved would be out of proportion to
the number required, and the remit
was lost.

Notice of Motion .
At this stage the following motion
was brought forward by Mr Q. K.
Gumbrell and seconded by Mr H.
Cloake: “That this Conference is of
the opinion that the ward system
should operate for the nomination

and elecllon of nrgdpeer representa-
times on the HM?\du o T,

. L A
wide - difference of opinion on 18

gubjeet, Although it was agreed that
a balance of representation was de-
sirable, it was feared that under the
ward system members might consider
the interests of their own districts
only instead of those of the Dominion
as a whole. As the present system
hag achieved balanced representation
so far, and as the matter is one
which should be decided after con-
sideration by Branches, it was agreed
that the motion be deferred in the
meantime, . :

Life Member

On the recommendation of the
Dontinion Executive, Mr W. W.
Nelson was nominated for Life Mem-
bership in the Assoeiation. :

In bringing forward the nomina-
tion Mr J. D. Lorimer referred to Mr
Nelson’s long and active association
with the industry. From the early
Nintteen-twenties until quite recently
he Wiy engaged in commercial honey
productan on an extensive scale in
the Waikito, and during that time he
has taken - full part in the work
of the AssoCletion, and more particu-
larly in the obegations of the various

honay marketing organisations. He
Was prominent in the activities of
the Honey Producers’ Agsociation
and N.Z, Honey Ltd., and a membey
of the Honey Export Control Boazaxrd.
During the course of several visits
overscas he investigated the market-
Ing procedure in other countries, and
be was largely responsible for the
design and layout of the packing
plant set up by the Marketing De-
partment, Mr Nelson served on the
Honey Marketing Committee during
the second World War and has been
a member of the Marketing Author-
ity sinee 1t was established four
years ago. At all times he has been
alert to the problems of the day and
he has approached them in an ener-
getic and painstaking manner,

Several members supported  the
nomination, mentioning Mr Nelson's
sterling qualities and his impressive
records, and his election to Life
%\‘:[embership was carried by acclama-
ion.

In  acknowledging the tributes
which had been paid, Mr Nelson
referved to the friendly assistance
which he had been given down the
enengoand he thanked the Confer-

cence fo ...

accorded him. " Which had heen

Election of Officers

There were two nominations for
the office of President, Messrs W. B,
Bray and J. W. Fraser, and on 3’
ballot being taken Mr Fraser was
declared eleeted. :

Mr Bray extended his congratula-
tions ot Mr Fraser, remarking that
it gave him added credit that he had
been returned to office after a ballot.

The following are the officers
elected for the coming year:—

President: Mr J. W, Fraser (Ryal
Bush). ;

Vice-President; Mr J. R. Barber
(Pio Pio).

Executive: Messrs R. R. Chandler
(Matangi), J. D. Lorimer (Ham-
ilton), H. Cloake (Timaru), and
G. E. Gumbrell (Geraldine).

In cloging the Conference the

President thanked Mr Greig and
officers of the Department for their
attendance and continued interest in
the work of the Association. He also
expressed appreciation for the hospi-
tality of the South Auckland Branch
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i i so generously for the It is likely that the Conference
Lﬁm?‘gi:%nfﬁggenter%iment gf visitors next year will be held in Wellington,
to Conference,

HONEY MARKETING AUTHORITY

ADDRESS BY MR E. A. FIELD AT THE 1957 DOMINION
CONFERENCE

amdi entlemen, ) .
! dli([isa.?‘r'l:dgl(édn?o have the opportunity of addressing Conferem.:e again
and I hope that my remarks and any discussmps which follow will prove
of value not only to suppliers but also to the industry as a v_vhole.

'~ _The only change in the membership of the Authority during the la_tst
twelve months has been the replacement of the nominee of your Assmc];;.-
tion, Mr E. D. Williams, by your new President, Mr J. W. Fraser. r
Williams served on the Authority sinee its establishment in 1953, and ag
the Association representative took a full part in the deliberations ar};
decisions of the Authority. He co-operated with other members to the
fullest possible exteniii and Wefh%?e recorded in our minutes our appre-

iati and acknowledgment o is services. . K
cmtl(IJﬁ accordance with the Honey Market Authority Regulatmﬂg an
eleetion for two producer members takes placgh ahpwtlz  The producer

: orl-—w uiat the two to retire will be
members have decided a{nﬁng1E%§mare both_eligible for re-election. They

Messrs Nﬁlﬁf?nﬂ?ré@rgfce to the industry, and should vou decide to re-elect
have 295 Sure their services will continue to be given as previously.

The Government has agreed to the request of the industry that the
number of votes to which producers are entitled are to be hased on the
quantity of honey supplied to the Authority or on the value of seals
purchased during the previous two years instead of one yvear., This pro-
cedure will operate for the coming election. Provision has also been
made for declaration votes in those cases where voters’ names may have
been omitted from the roll.

I shall now deal with the operations of the Authority for the ten
months since 81st August, 1956, when our last annual accounts were
prepared. Full details of the transactions up to that date are set out
in the report accompanying the financial statements. These have already
“ been published in the “Beckeeper” but some additional copies are available
for those who require them.

Production

The contraet system for the supply of honey to the Authorily was
continued for a further year. To satisfy repeated requests from pro-
ducers, they were allowed an additional six weeks this year to send in
contracts, but even with this extension and the clear warning given
that no late contracts would be considered a number were still sent in
after the closing date, Those rececived in time totalled 1239 tons as
against 1858 tons last vear,

- The quantity of contract and non-contract honey supplied for t_hf'
ten months to 30th June amounted to 1504 tons. Thiz compars Wwith
1669 tons for the previous twelve months. . e

I notice that a remit sponsored from this district dealins With the
abolition of the contract system is on your agenda. The p#ler members
of the Authority and I will be interested to hear the sPbliers’ views.
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The difficulty of dealing with late contracts iz a very real problem.

Blen%ng o

uring the ten months period ended 20th June, 1957, our packin
plant put through 427 tons of honey. Of this quantity 389 tons com
prised packed honey and 138 tons bulk honey,

Marketing—Local

© At a number of meetings the Authority discussed putting a second
pack on the local market of a honey slightly darker with a more pro-
nounced flavour, It may be an advantage to have a pack to meet the
demand’ of those who prefer this class of honey. Degigns for a suitable
.carton are now being prepared.

During the year the Authority deeided to appoint an agent to sell
its retail packs in the Auckland provinece, The firm appointed for this
work was Messrs James Crisp, of Auckland, and their agency commenced
on 18t ebruary of this year. At that time merchants and retailers were
fully stocked up in anticipation of the price rise and it is too early yet
to judge the results of the appointment. :

During the ten months ended 30th June, 1957, we sold 258 tons of
packed honey and 78 tons of bulk honey in this country. ' :
Marketing—Export ; ;

‘Our London agents, Messrs Kimpton Bros., have continued their good
work on our behalf and their agency has heen placed on a permanent
basis. Prices were well maintained until the lagt few months, since when
there has been a reduction in all grades of approximately 20/- per cwt.
or 2d per lb. 'This is in line with market adjustments for honey from

other countries. . Davker ar . ati g 3
B e Ig%g%s phﬁé’.f _fg_%iil_we% and are still meeting with

definite slackening of demand for the whiter ho %?u,hﬁ.sﬁ. _1.‘,?,}"’%‘,’,9‘;“ "g,‘;;-‘en’,;
as to causc undue concern, I believe that there has been an M. iy
in the industry that we have carried forward tremendous stocks I
the new season, but this is net so. In normal yvears we carry forward
sufficient honey to see us through until the new season’s supply comes
in, and the extra steck carried forward as a result of the hold-up of
sales did mot exceed 200 tons. I am glad to report that the latest
overseas rates arve showing a slight firming {endency. - 3 a5 A

We are recciving mere enquirvics from Eastern and African markets
and small but steady sales are being made at satisfactory prices.. Corres-
pondence we have received leads us to believe our honey is well liked.

- For the first ten months of the current financial year we exported
528 tons of bulk honey, principally to United Kingdom and Europe, and
128 tons of retail packs to other overseas markets. o

Premises : :
The tender of the Fleteher Construetion Co. Lid. for the erection
of premises on the Parnell site was accepted in January lust and the
building is now well under way. We hope it will be ready for occupation
‘before the end of the year. ot _
The present rentzl payable to the Packing Corporation is £5212.
This will go a long way towards the interest and sinking fund payments
and create the first real asset the honey produeers have in land and a

permanent building.

Plant and Equipment 3, 7 B
- We are making extensive enquiries as to the most suitable plant and

equipment for installation in our new building. A panel comprising four.

11(!_rominent packers and officers of the Department of Agriculture have
indly agreed to assist in the discussions, and a meeting was recently

held in Auckland to consider certain proposals made by the Architect,
My James. He has had considerable experience with heating and
Telrimeyation and is at present working on a plant for melting honey.
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The aim of the Authority is to instal a blending and packing p
(:s.pa,ble;3 of operating at an economic level on a moderate output but
which can be adapted if necessary to handle three or four times this
quantity. With up-to-date handling equipment we expect considerable
savings in wages and store costs. |

Seals Revenue .

The seals revenue is higher this year. For the first ten months we
have already received £16,126, whereas the average for the last three
years has been £15,718. The granting of limited credit to large pur-
chasers of seals has been welcomed by the packers concerned.

Advertisin _ _ _

The }guthority has decided to spend approximately £1000 from the
seals revenue to finance a campaign for advertising honey. Messrs Inglis
Wright and Co. Ltd., Advertising Agents, have been engaged to carry
out this work. It has been agreed that the allocation will be divided
between radio advertising and advertisements in daily papers and in
weekly and monthly periodicals. The radio advertising is being broadcast

resent, A : .
»t p"I‘he Authority indicated previously that an advertising campaign
would be carried out on the local market when heavy stocks were apparent,

Price Guide ;

A good deal of misunderstanding has resulted from the fact that ]t}he
Honey Marketing Authority did not put out a fully printed price g ist
jmmediately price control was abolished, I must accept responsibility
for the fact that this arrangement was not carried out, - Speaking for
the Authority at the last Conference I siiagl.ted that this would bfa; do;}:aé

3 a AN, AP POPOoronoolors. r .
and at thatI t‘m%‘;tef‘?uk}n Bee mO0 e Rt there was a chance of
Aﬁ%olgglﬁ'{‘m1 mmediateished on honey the Manager and I visited the
gh,_..: ‘Secrefary of your Association and drew up a schedule of

-Eoleaa.le, retail and consumer prices to cover the Authority’s packs.
These took into acecount inereased production and packing costs plus
appropriate marging for wholesaler and retailer.

This Price Guide when printed was to be sent out by the National
Beekeepers' Association in conjunction with the Honey Marketing
Authority. It was at this stage that I learned that neither the whole-
saler nor the retailer was prepared tc work under the margins we had
proposed. Under these circumstances I felt no good purpose would be
served by sending out a Guide under the Awuthority’s name, but the
N.B.A. not being a trading organisation was quite entitled to come to a
contrary decision. It is regrettable, in my opinion, that following this
difference of views so much has been made out of so little in some parts
of the country. :

I am disappointed that the priee to the public has risen to the extent
it has. 'Our costings would have justified a higher price to merchants,
but in an effort to avoid too drastic an increase we restricted our increase
to approximately 10%. Unfortunately, owing to decisions by other
organisations, the price to the consumer has gone up approximately 20%.

Acknowledgments

I would like to make mention of the work of cur Manager and all
members of the staff who continue to give good and loyal support. Our
Store Foreman has been responsible for handling record quantities of
honey during the last two or three years under very trying conditions.

- I would also like to express our appreciation of the assistance given
us by the Director of Horticulture, the Beeckeeping Superintendent, the
Honey Grader and all other departmental officers who have assisted us
directly and indirectly during the year. All members of the Authority
value greatly the regular attendance of the Beekeeping Superintendent,
Mr Winter, at our meetings, and all hope to have his continued suprett
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in the future, The co-operation and assistance we receive from our
Government Departments cannot be fully appreciated by those who have
not been in office.

My report would be incomplete if I did not again refer to the great
interest displayed in our affairg by the Minister of Agriculture, the
Rt. Hon, K. Jd. Iiolyoake. His interest at all times in our different and
gometimes difficult problems iz much appreciated by the whole Authority,

E. A. FIELD, Chairman,

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
HORTICULTURE DIVISION

ADDRESS BY MR A, M. W. GREIG, DIRECTOR, HORTICULTURE

DIVISION, 30th JULY, (957, AT THE DOMINION CONFERENCE

Mr President, i 5 )
To-day there are subjects which 1 should like to review briefly

for you. :

1. The National Diploma in heekeeping,

2. The use of, aﬂ’rlcu}’tural chemieals and the Apiaries Protection
_regulations, 5

:he 1den‘t1ﬁcatlen of aplarle;q

:; Bradieation eampaign for any
ine; if it should he necessary.

The Minister of A;_-,llcﬁ
intends to introduce an amr\ndmnm to the ROV
culture Act wherchy the Institute may be glanted authority to ne
courses of study, examine, or grant without examination, a Dlploma. in
Beekeeping.

The Institute already?had favthbrity” ‘régiidihg Diplomas in horticul-
ture and fruit culturé, and Issueés  cértificates” to seedsmen, to school
tcac}f;? of gardening, and to mfwkot pa1d“ncm

iy bgtween My Wi nte
Beelwem w Xﬁﬂﬁfl{:ﬂ and, m?ﬁ? ﬁyﬁ‘l nﬁ'gﬁm %:%p isk eral
gupport fm the National Diploma in Beckeeping, or as Will
probably be knuwn by. This diploma should intcrest all beekeepels of

Inenfn:g% 0‘6 ﬂ%?l?&jd:lre :](ﬁzg&ﬁ%lgf% liga%s %aﬂg?r‘étghlt%%

honorary diplomas to persons 40 years of age and over who have prac-
tised beekeeping or the art thereof. for not less than 20 years, Your
Executive and I are rcecommending that the minimum period be six years
as a commercial beekeeper, and the balanee in beekceping or any allied
occupation, stch as that of an Apiary Instructor. Details should be
finalised with the Institute soon aft;1 the Act ig passed and the Gazette
notice ig#ted, heegus ¥ tyefor g W omas
lapscs ?fte?a peﬁo%' t?vgggfgwa %h}e}:e 15 nomaly 5 fee of?ﬂ/—
g,f obtaining the consent of any heekeeper conecerned it is su%ested
kc% r‘g “of- Fhe ' NAtibriat! shodld Fobwrabdhiad Hahf b “hEbedpdid ¥

Who it considergy B (P§ HoPAWTRT 1P afppication for the
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gwatd may also be made direct to the National Secretary. ,
For those under 40 years of age, a study course and series of
minations are to be prescribed. The candidate must have managed
at least five hives of bees for six years before he may sit the final
examinations,_..,but should be encouraged to vegister and sit earlier
examinations—a junior exam, after two or three years’ work and an
intemediate_examination after four years’ work. The examinations are
essentially scientific and practical——in fact, at least three of the exams.
oral and practical exams,

The candidate for the diploma examination is expected to have a
detailed knowledge of: The honey bee, races of bees and distribution,
the inmates of the hive and their life history, anatomy of the honey bee.
Foraging habits of bees—what bees collect and what they produce.
Diseases of honey bees and their treatment. Floral sources of nectar
‘and its main constituents. Honey granulation. Location and general
arrangement of an apiary. Layout of a honey house. Beekeeping equip-
ment. Management of hees. Production and uses of beeswax. Queen
rearing.. Value of hees in agriculture and fruitgrowing. :

I haven't mentioned every item, but I think I have shown that the
holder of a diploma by examination will have a sound and comprehensive
xnowledge of beekeeping. - et

Undoubtedly the examiners will be persons considered suitiable by
your Executive, but this will have to be arranged with the Institute.

I hope this move to establish a Diploma in Beekeeping will have the
wholehearted support of the National Beekeepers’ Association, as well as
the support. and interest of all who realise the importance of bees in our
national economy. ; )

2. The use of Agricultural Chemicals and the Apiaries Protection

Regulations : . :

Through the unfortunate loss of bees in Canterbury about {wo years
ago, the Government has. gazetted the Apiaries Protection Regulations
1957, on 13th June last. .

The regulations prohibit, except with a permit issued by the Director-
General of the Department of Agrieulture, the application to eruciferous
fleld erops—such as rape, chou moellier, swedes and turnips, and to
leguminous fileld erops, such as clovers and licerne—of sprays and dusts
that are foxic to bees, at any time during the period 1st September in
any year and 31st March in the following year when the erop is in
flower: or when flowering plants which atiract bees are present in such
guantity within the crop that any such application would be likely to

amage or destroy foraging hees. )

_The intention of the regulations is to give protection to honey bees
against the effects o tuaiv sprays that might previously have been applied -
ts cruciferous and leguminous seed vwnna_they r%o not apply to pastures.

. The regulations place a responmhﬁff ON THE “wwirotinatar . drip] B}e
period specified whether the material is foxie to bees and Wwhether Jiteer
erop comes within the regulations. T

Permits issued by the Director-General or by those to whom he may
delegate this authority will not be readily granted, and a comprehensive
procedure is being drafted whereby the Apiary Instructor for the district
will he consulted, and if it is considered essential for spraying to be done,
the beekeeper is to be advised five days before the spraying is done.

Until all the details are finalised beekeepers should give publicity
to the regulations, and anyone desiring to apply for a permit after 1st
September next should be advised to lodge his application with the
nearest office of the Department of Agriculture. :

3. Identification of Apiaries

Because of the increasing use of new insecticides, possibly t;oxic to
bees, it is essential that each Apiary Instructor must improve his local
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knowledge of all apiaries in his territory in order to assist in safeguard.
ing you as beekeepers. In addition, in recent years the movement of
apiaries into comparatively remote back country areas and into lang
development blocks, where an address may mean any point miles away
from any settlement, has given Apiary Instructors some trouble ang
unnecessary travelling finding the owners of many of these apiaries in

i
|

order to deal with any outbreak of disease or finalise registration if if|

has not been done. As all efforts by vour Association to get beekeepers

voluntarily to mark their apiaries have been unsuccessful, it is mnow

recommended that the Apiary Registration Regulations should be amended,
making it compulsory for all beekeepers to mark their out-apiaries with
a code letter and number issued by the Apiary Instructor in his capacity
as registrar., Each Instructor’s distriet will have a separate code letter—
North Auckland A, Auckland B, Hamilton C, ete. In each district the
registrar will allot a number, Al, B17, ete., to each registered beekeeper,
and it will be compulsory for each beekeepcr to brand or stenecil his
registered number in 13-inch block letters on the outside of the bottom
hox of at least ome hive in a conspicuous position in each of his regis-
tered apiaries more than 10 chains from his residential address.

. If any beekeeper has apiaries in two or more registration distriets he
will be expeeted to apply for separate registration numbers to cover the
apiaries for each Apiary Instructor’s district. '

4. Beekeepiné Quarantine Measures

; You are well aware that if every importer of bees adhered to
the legal quanantine procedures—obtaining a permit and making the
importation through Wallaceville Research Station—this country would
undoubtedly remain free of some of the serious bee diseases known over-
seas. Unfortunately, no quarantine is watertight. In fact, during the
last twelve months two bees arrived at Whenuapai as stowaways on two
separate planes from overseas and were duly destroyed by the routine
sprayilég of aireraft done by Health and Agriculture officers at the
airpo ’
) But the risk always exists that one day acarine may be detected in
New Zealand. If it is found, then the Department with your co-operation
must undertake an eradication campaign necessitating wide powers,
Recommendations are being made now that the Apiaries Act should be
-amended next year to cover such an eventuality, and giving powers to
gozette any land on which acarine igs found, and all land within two
milés of the apiary on which acarine is found to be declared an infected
vea, restrieting movementof bees .and: beekeeping . appliances as far: as
ssible into or out of the infected avea.and -providing, for . the mensures

to he faker to eradicate the disease, -.iui ufiiws uii ho o ped ol
:.:*!‘?Jq ’ﬁqﬁfg]ft@@fﬂ%g -'m:,e; of . acarine now.iny Suudl -ém‘_ﬁl-‘ica .H‘JUi‘.i)the
] ,it;)e, ber, 0 dﬁgu{?n b(;(em = dmported: fnom [ 10:S:Avate, small
f of gl Nefers @G, ng? ﬂ“.‘%ﬂ’(ﬁw}l‘«dl} try:fit dgoprdposed GHat in
7 b calons, to import. Q.Q.SIJ rom,: U.SA. .will,he declined éxcept
or sclentific or special purposes. am;sure/that we have wourrsupport

iz].lsrﬁhﬁp ;Hﬁﬂfﬁcwe-amfﬂsﬂr es, which we .are: initiating. ., Hrgrod
avigrodotagmion & bie hotrsre vithsoo ad fow Uiw ylirorihog eidd stegalob

Y6 Tl T 2 0 0 VTS Y i W £ ER G brp i T

Hi 19 Y S IO B3 R kv 7
IR T 74 WS NN £V - ra TN s e 4 2o
snob ozl wriveige ol o i be od a3 8l sagasslond edy
giisildra svig blirods gl LISBARING o0n eliedsh sdd fis [BelT
sel 1odlts dimrisg s 10} wlgus o ﬁ?”lﬂﬁi%%b"%’f‘m bre zuoitslirgor odi of
afdd ditw gotigsilgus eid  swhel Tof “hoa zﬁ.rs ad  Blimody tesin oadoisdge?

Alas! nobody seemstireard aboutisurtragié! plight o zotsan

Tﬁe Eoiliun sprzltys; are killing e‘_’“ﬁiﬂﬁd?ﬂ%eﬂc%ﬁ-i}nab! £
ol oizo} Yln;s?_?«,o u@::}f;‘fﬁ?f!%ﬁ%? Dett ygturn i3.£ar,100: 10W; 16 sapnass
fgaol aid Mr e¥:eit «down 1 thatoldg pindodreén it [nitmoszs s 4 a2sed

SI0b sd ol wrvsIg? 1ot TRITI5E85 DoioDlaioo
i f

an

3 H




THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER 21

Gust, 1957
AngZ

AUCKLAND CENTRAL

For various reasons Awuckland Cen-
tral seems fo have missed out in
these columns recently, but let it not
pe thought that the Branch has been
inactive. In fact, our meetings have
peen getting later and later finishing
in order to include all the material.

The September meeting was almost
a quiz session with Mr Smaellie
answering the questions and adding
to the answers in his usual interest-
ing way. In October Mr Reisterer
took the floor and explained his
method of swarm control by hive
manipulation. Also in Octobher we
attended en bloe a talk given to
beekeepers generally by Mr Todd, of
the Beekeeping and Insect Pathology
Section of the U.S.A. Department of
Apriculture.

Mr Todd proved tec be an enter-
taining as well as an instruetive
speaker, and we learnt quite a lot
about lhae difficulties of beekeeping
in Arizona. Hix +talk was followed
up with an excellent display of slideg
from Messrs Walsh, Pullin ana
Smaellie, and we all enjoyed a very
well oreganised meecting,

Our President wound up the yvear

for us with a talk on Section Pro--

duetion. This is very much his line
of country and there proved to be
more in the commercial side of it
than at first meets the eye,

The January and February meet-
ings were filled with discussions on
the approaching Field Day and with
vigorous argument . about  Thoney
prices, We did manage to squeeze
in a little talk by Mr Lawson on
“Making Inerease” at the end of the
Fehruary meeting,

Our F¥ield Day was blessed with

excellent weather, in faet, when I
arrived our host, Stan Broadhead,
was mopping a copiously perspiring
forehead while erecting extra shade
for the visitors. Most of the talks
and demonstrations were aimed at
the beginners, and we would have
been glad if our attendance had in-
cluded a larger proportion of possible
new members; however, we were
pleased to see several strange faces.
In any case, the Branch members
had an enjoyable and pleasant day.

During the meeting following the
Field Day we had Mr Walsh in to
taste and discuss our honey, and of
course honey grading in general. His
“busman’s holiday” was of great in-
terest to us, especially as we were
able to fire questions at him after-
wards.

Now to bring these notes com-
pletely up to date I'll just mention
that, amid our consideration of Con-
ference remits, Mr W. Nelson an-
swered some of our gqueries over
honey prices and brought us up to
date with the H.M.A. side of the
""'mati%i. We are now looking for-

ward 10 mi. Seaollie’s gereening of
the films which have geen_- l_u,'t.;.t.xg_._-.__l

several times in these columns re-

cently. -
—R.V.H., 16th May, 1957.

NELSON

The Field Day held in May at the
Branch’s Demonstration Apiary at
Mr Gunnion’s Orechard, Stoke, was
fairly well attended, when Autumn
Re-queening was demonstrated.

Messrs T. A. Cropp, J. A. C. Bell,
D. H. Dahlberg and L. T. Cropp
carried out the manipulations, which.
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MEED PROCESS'.
/%COMBFOUNDATION &

++The Foundation of Success”

“Sell Your Beeswax
to the firm that- always pays top market prices. Write now for
our quotation.

Have Your Wax Converted

into Comb Foundation by the firm who for over 40 years has
manufactured the best quality at the lowest prices.

We Render Old Combs

and buy or convert the resultant wax into Comb Foundation.
Send for full particulars.

A. ECROYD

:I.l Thornton Street - St. Albans
Christchurch, N.1

HAVE YOU A HAND-OPERATED PACKING MACHINE?
— 3AYE MONEY AND CONVERT IT TO A POWER-DRIVEN UNIT

Heavy Duty Unit, complete with 1 h.p. Cap. Start motor and

heavy duty English reduction gear box Specially recommended

for highly viscous honey - - £52/10/0 f.o.r., Christchurch.

Depending on the honey condition, between 450 and 700
cartons per hour can be packed.

WE SUPPLY A COMPLETE RANGE OF ALL HONEY HANDLING
AND BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT
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seemed 80 easy, especially when the
weather could not be termed a
#Nelson” day, t.he queens being easy
to find in the centre of the brood
pest. Mr Gunuien later supplied tea,
which was followed by an open dis-
cussion on honey prices.

Once again we have to thank the
Dahlberg family for supplying the
secretary. Miss Joyee Dahlberg hav-
ing taken up the nursing profession,
we wish her every success in her new
carcer; her sister Judith now takes
up the secretaryship.

It i not often the Nelson notes
appear; though our honey tonnage
may not geem very large in compari-
son with other distriets, we may
point out that the primary funection
of the honey bee is pollination, and
no doubt the Nelson apiarists have
helped the orchardists to obtain their
record erop this season.

Our Branch would like to see more
apiariasts from the Waimeas and fur-
ther afield. Their experiences would
no doubt be of assistance to the

Branch.
—A., V. Hewlett.

WEST COAST

Wasp3s could be kept down by bury-

and burning their foods, said the
Apiary Instruetor at Greymouth, Mr
R. Hobbs, -addressing the Amnvual
Meeting of the West Coast Branch.
Mr Hobbs nointed out that the publie
could co-operate hn this matter.
" It was reported that . W,
Buchanan had won the Baty Memo-
rial Cup, which is competed for an-
nually on the West Coast. It is
awarded for the best-kept apiary.

Six meetings and a field day were
held during the year. The balance
sheet showed the Branch to he in a
satisfactory position.

The meeting stood as a mark of
respect to the memory of Mr T.
Smithers, who died during the year.
Mr Smithers was a foundation mem-
ber of the Branch and he acted as
Auditor for a number of years. He
was at all times a keen and active
supporter of the Branch.,

The following officers were elected:
President, Mr 8. Graham; Vice-
President, Mr W. Buchanan; Secre-

tary-Treasurer, Mr R. Glasson;
Committee, Messrs W. Baty, L. A.
Ilton and T. W. Holland; delegate
to Conference, Mr 8., Graham.

For the first time as far as this
Branch is concerned, we had the use
of Department film, and though it
obviously was made several years ago
and in England, all agreed that it
contained many talking points and
that we should try to get the use of
others from the film library.

From general discussion it appears
that most areas have experienced a
larger than unsual late autumn and
early winter flow, from rata vine,
white pine and other sources,

—Tom Holland.

OTAGO

In Otago we will be glad to see
the first signs of spring. The early
winter brought serious floods through-
out the provinee, and at the end of
July we had a severe snowfall fol-
lowed by heavy frosts—the coldest
snap for many years. The gale-
foree snow storms isolated several
distriets and below-zero temperatures
were recorded in some instances. A
few apiaries suffered damage in the
floods, but as yet we have heard of
no losses from the snow. Apparently
the bees can stand the cold provided
they are dry. )

From other South Island districts
come similar reports of extremely
low temperatures. Greymouth has

experienced the coldest winter in ten
years. :

The only way women can get equal
rights now is by surrendering some,

“THE INDIAN BEE JOURNAL,”

official organ of the All India Bee-
keepers’ Association. 15/- per year
(International Money Order).
Address: Ramgarh, Dist, Nainital,
U.P,, India.



DUNEDIN CONVENTION

The Annual Convention of Otago
and Southland Beekeepers was held
in Dunedin on Tuesday, June 4th,
when there was a good attendance
including wvisitors from Canterbury.

At the afterncon session for Com-
mercial Beekeepers, Mr N. Glass was
elected to the chair.

Digcussing the balance sheet, mev-
eral speakers urged that Branches
continue to support the Convention
with regular contributions as in the
past. ;

Several members suggested resum-
ing the Show Display at the Winter
Show, and it was decided to procure
material provided by the H.M.A.
when this iz available,

Mr J. W. Fraser, Dominion Presi-
dent, gave a review of the year's
work in the Association and also
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spoke as the N.B.A. representative on
the Marketing Authority. i

The second speaker was Mr W. T,
Herron, a member of the Honey Mar-
keting Authority, who discussed the
activities of that body during the
past year. : 4

After a discussion of marketing
matters, the following resolution was
carried on the motion of Mr R. D.
Bennie, seccnded by Mr M. M. Morri-
gon: “That this Convention expresses
its disapproval of the policy of the
H.M.A. in not packing honey to the
full extent that the N.Z, market can
ahsorb.” :

In the evening a soeial funection
wag held, and Mr I. W. Forster gave
an entertaining account of hig recent
vigit to the Chatham Isiands to make
a survey of beekeeping conditions.

The Convention closed with supper
and a social hour. -

NOTES FOR

BEGINNERS

By '“Ske'p”_

I' .«commence my term as “Skep”
with a certain amount of fear and
trepidation. The previous writers
under this nom-de-plume have put out
some excellent mattors, well written
and punctuated, with a spot of hum-
our. I fear that my contribution may
be somewhat dull in comparison but
I will do my bLest.

This article is headed “Notes for
Beginners,” That, taken in its literal
interpretation, means those ahewt €O
begin beekecning IIowever, taken in
the broader sense, it really applies to
all beckeepers. - The eraft is so com-
plex and at the same time so inter-
esting and exacting, that it takes g
lifetime to acquire a true understand-
ing of the work of the honey bee.
True beekeepers are too wise to
assume that they are clever, and
even the successful among them are
humble in their smecess. I

Beginners in bcekesping can aptly
be divided into two eategories: those
who, intend to become full-time com-
mercial beekeepers and those who
only intend to pursue the work as a
hobby.  Whilst the ultimate aims are.
somewhat different, the rudimentary

principles of beekeeping apply equally
to each-—in fact, the former must of
necessity start as the latter. Bee-
keeping is an absorbing occupation
that places exacting demands on the
individual and calls for almost split—
second timing to achieve the maxi-
mum results. No one will stay at
beckeeping merely for the financial
zain, therc are many casier ways of
making =wney., It requires faith,
nope, and courage to face and over-
come the problems and setbacks. On
the other hand, the work, although
heavy, is intensely -interesting and
fresh knowledge is always being
gleanad., There is also the comrade-
ghip and helping hand of the estab-
lizshed beekeeper who is always will-
ing to assist the beginner. :
It is not everyone who wants to
lkeep bees; this is fortunately so.
Likewise, beekeeping ig not for every-
one who would like to keep bees; it
is no job for retired gentlewomen ot
elderly males. Physical strength and
good eyesight are among the essential
rqualifications. ~ Within  limits it is
safe to say that you cannot start too
young. I myself made the big mis-
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of mnot taking beekeeping up . .
ggll{-:;nercial]y until I was 40. Capital Vlﬁl'kmg bee l!ﬂdel'
was almost non-exigtent and time was g :

ort.  Lifting numbers of heavy

:Epers is not for the over fifties. Do ; i

pot assume, however, that a bee- |
geeper ceases to be effective at fifty;

on the contratry, he is just beginning

to really understand the work, and

rovided he realises his limitations

and delegates the heavy work to a

younger man, he ecan achieve the d
maximum results from the knowledge
gnd experience he has gained over the
ears.

S0 much for the introductory re-
marks. If, in spite of having read
these hotes, the nrospective beekeeper
gtill intends to pursue his intentions,
he will be looking for some guidance
as to how to go about setting himself
up and making plans for the spring.

My advice to anyone starting is to
smake haste slowly.” Do not be too
ambitious and launch out on too big
a programme for a start. There is a
lot to learn and sometimes the going
can he tough. Two or three hives
are ample for a start. These can be

urchased in the spring either as
established hives or as four framed
nuclei. Be sure to get a good quiet
strain of bhee: nobody likes getting a
pbad stinging and a beginner can
easily be put off by savage bhees.
Make sure, too, that the hive or
nucleus is headed by a young queen;

thig is-wvital, you will have enough While the bees do « job on the
to learn the first year without having - honey inside, Durcid MALTHOID
to cope with a failing queen, 1 does a honey of a job ouiside.
would suggest that you order your MALTHOID (collected in handy
requirements now from a reliable bee- sized full or holf rolls) malkes
keeper who caters for the sale of ‘ideal beehive roofing. Rain just
gueens and nuclei, - At the same time can’t orrive in the hive if
it would be advisable to buy and © MALTHOID meets it firsh
assemble the necessary hive equip- Even a droae would wax
ment. If you have decided to buy lyrical over - MALTHOID,
four frage nuelei—and that would he it's so easy to fix. And It
my choice—you must remember that eosts only half the price

the hox that the bees will come in is of corrugated iron. Be
returnable and that the young colony ‘wise bee-wize: send

will nead more room in a very short out the buzz for fum-
time. You will need a bottom board, ous MALTHOID

lid, two supers and 16 frames fitted weatherproofing —

with foundation for each nuclei pur- Bu . . CAUTION!
chased. That will kegp you going only Duroid* is

for a few weeks, but as you will, in a .

favourable season, need another two . Genuine MALTHOID*

superg and eighteen frames fitted
with  foundation for each hive, it
would be as well to purchase and

The FLETCHER INDUSTRIES LTD.
* Regd. Trude Marks AK14NF2
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assemble these now. It is fatal to be
short of gear at the critical time.

A word may not be amiss about
assembling this equipment. Make a
thorough job of it; it will last all
the longer if you do.. The supers
require nailing with cement-coated
nails, 36 to each half checked type
super but the lock-jointed type can be
made secure with less. Paint the
joints before assembling, paint top
and bottom edges. Give the super
itself a coat of red lead and then
two coats of white or eream paint.
A mumber of commercial apiarists
now use paraffin wax instead of
paint but the beginner will not have
the necesgary plant to do this work.

The frames have to carry a big
weight and at the same time with-
stand handling. Use four 1iin,
cement-coated nails, one each end
top and bottom, and then one through
each end bar to catch the shoulder
of the top bar. Wire the frames
properly. The wire must he tight
and each wire separately strained
and fixed. This will take six tacks
and a lot of perseverance to make a
good job. Next fit the frames with
full sheets of foundation and embed
the wires into the foundation with
the current from a six wvolt battery.
This needs care or the foundation
can easily be burnt through. Use
seven sheets to the pound foundation
and do not wax the foundation to the
top bar; the bees will make a far
better job than you will and waxing
often causes breakages if the supers
have to be carted around in ecold
weather.

The lid . rim needs three coats of
peint and the flat iron properly and
carefully fixed to ensure that the job
is  waterproof; solder the corners.
The lining under the iron should not
be a tight fit: two or three spaces
of say %in. allow the moisture to
eseape. You will need a mat to go
under the lid. Some use a jute mat,
but you will find that the best and
ckeapest in ‘the long run, is made
from thardboard. It needs to be
framed so that the rim 1ifts the mat
itself Zin. above the frames and so
pives 'a hee space. Bore a hole lin.
diameter in the centre of this mat
for ventilation and fit a metal slide
so that the hole can be closed when
using hee escapes or moving the hive.

some  weeks

The bottom board is best treateg
with ecreosote, but this must be dong
before - the board ig

brought into use. Put it out in the

‘open to allow the smell to disappeay,

Creosote gives off pungent fumeg
when new and hees have been knowy
to abscond from: a hive placed on g
newly treated board.

Some beekeepers aspire to making
their own equipment. This, of course,
lessens the expense, but unless accesg
is obtainable to woodworking machin.
ery and the beginner is skilled in the
use of the machines, it is not to ha
recommended. Every piece must be
exact. Nothing iz more frustrating
than having gear which is not inter-
changeable. You will, of course, neeq
a smoker, hive tool and wveil.

There is a book entitled “Beekeep-
ing in New Zealand,” by T. 8.
Winter, and obtainable at any branch
of the Department of Agriculture. I
would strongly advise every prospec-
tive beckeeper to get this book and
study it thoroughly., It iz the best
half-erown’s worth that I know of.

As my next contribution will not
appear until the eve of the honey
flow. I must take my reader up till
then., I will presume that you have
decided to give beekeeping a ‘trial,
have made up the supers, ete,
ordered the mnuclei and that same
have arrived. If the time is not later
than the third week in September so
much the better. i -

Set the bottom boards on the
selected site and raise these off the
ground by placing four bricks at the
corners. The boards should be level
across hut have a slight slope to the
front. In the evening place the
newly-arrived nueclei on the bottom
boards and open the entrances. Next
day, or the first fine day, move each
nucleus box to one side and place a
super containing six frames of foun-
dation on each bottom board. Open
the nucleus and gently transfer the
combs and bees to the new hive,
making sure that the queen is present
and laying. Place the pollen eomb
on the outside, then the homey, and
lastly the brood. Put on the mat,
contract the entrance, and provided
that there is encugh honey for a few
days, leave to settle down.

1t will be necessary to feed the new
colonies for some time., The small
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force of hees present in a nue. will
not be able to keep themselves and
draw foundation even if the weather
ijg favourable. Feeding should be
done in the late evening. Secure a
5ib. honey tin, punch seven or eight
holes in the lid with a frame nail,
£ill with a syrup made of equal parts
sugar and water and invert the tin
over the hole in the mat. Put an
empty super over this and then the
lid. Examine the tin after 24 hours
and if empty refill. Keep a prosper-
ous condition -within the hive, this is
important if the queen is to lay well,
You will mneed to manipulate the
combhs from time to time, putting
those eontaining honey to the outside
and moving over empty frames next
to ‘the brood. Never split the brood
at this time of year. Watch the feed
position closely, make :sure there is
ample pollen present and that there
is no 'brood diseage, ‘When this super

is getting full of bees, brood and

honey, add the second super,

To manage bees properly it is
essential to have an understanding of
the life eyecle and habits of the honey
bee. Make yourself fully conversant
with all aspects appertaining thereto
and do nat be afraid to seek the
advice of the local Apiary Instructor
or a failow beekeeper.

In the next issue we will take the
bees to the honey flow and make
preparation to extract some honey.

Until then, “So long.”

Blessed are those who ean give
without remembering, and take with-
out fergetting.

“THE AUSTRALASIAN
BEEKEEPER "

Tlustrated Monthly Magazine,
published by Messrs Pender Bros.
“Pty., Lid.
Subscriptions 15/- jer year posted,
Sample copy free on application to—

The Editor, P.O. Box .20, West
Maitland N:S.W., Australia,

 estimated to be 16
- gystox per acre.

‘ODE TO ROYAL JELLY

Some bloke at Hamilton when we met thers -

‘Said, '"Mere's something on which we should
pounce,

Why bother producing honey at a bob or two a

pound .
With royal felly at a hundred pound an ounce?"

‘We'll all become benefactors of .mankind,
Everybody's pains, wrinkles and old age will go.
Of course it is just incidental

That we ‘may make a fair bit of dough,

We'll use trade names |ike "'Revive', 'Restora”
- and "Hairgro", i

Or "Wrinklestay'" if we think any fit,

Cur slagan will be, 'Take Roval jelly ‘today
And so increase your child benefit’.

The H.M.A. will bacome the R.J.M.A.,

Bob Walsh the first jelly jugaler ever seen,
The storeman will be a hoarder of hormaonas,
And the salesman a purveyor of pantothene,

On \‘:[dI N.B.:A. members we could give som-a a
trial, :

Just to stave off their last ride in the -hearse,

Though far same that | know for many years now

|I've been planning just the reverse.”

- —Box-Hive Bertie,

PRODUCTION PROBLEMS

The final afternoon session of Con-
ference wag devoted to an address by
Mr T. Palmer-Jones, Research Offi-
cer at Wallaceville, and a Demon-
stration by Mr C. R. Paterson,
Apiculturist at Hamilton.

Mr Palmer-Jones described with
the aid of colour slides experiments
condueted in Canterbury with the
new systemic insecticide Metasystox.
In these experiments Metasystox was
applicd from the air to 11 acres of

ou moellier in flower, ‘at a rate
fl. oz. of Meta-
The spray was
applied in the evening when no bees
were flying, Before the application
it was established that bees from a
nearby experimental apiary were col-
lecting nectar and pollen extensively
from the crop.

The Metasystox spray killed vir-
tually all field bees within two days.
It was shown that nectar in the chou
moellier flowers was toxie to bees for
five days after spraying. Bees ap-
peared unahle to collect pollen from
the crop after spraying.
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It was considered that all bumble
bees visiting the crop were killed.

The experiments showed that Meta-
systox should on no aceount be
applied to plants with flowers attrac-
tive to bees.
sprayed at least a fortnight before
they flower.

Perhaps the main lesson to be
learned from this investigation is the
neéed to test the many new insecti-
cides before they are released in
New Zealand for general use,

‘Mr Paterson’s demonstration show-
ed the latest ideas on handling and
the most stubborn of all the practical
loading hives and equipment—one of
problems faging the heekeeper—and
delegates were able to take home
some new thoughts on thiz matter.
In particular, an effective truck-load-
ingf._ device, demonstrated by courtesy
of H. Denton and Co., of Auckland,
appealed as likely to take some of
thé really hard work out of beekeep-
ing, and those present gave the keen-
egt interest to the display.

JOTTINGS FROM HAMILTON

Delegates learned with regret of
the illness of Miss Shepherd, of
Rangiora, a long-standing and re-
spected member of the Association.
A bouquet of flowers was sent to her
with the greetings and ?’Ood wishes
of all at Conference,

* # *

The emblem of the eollege heing
built near Hamilten by the Latter
Day Saints is a skep, complete with
bees, and the motto, “Thrift and
Industry”. The eo-educational col-
lege will take 600 students, of whom
450 will be boarders.

The project at Hamilton is to be '

the headquarters of the movement
for the South Pacific area. Sited on
an area of about 1400 acres, its cen-
tral feature is the temple, placed in
a  commanding position, and now
nearing completion.

Conference visitors were impressed
by the courteous and attentive wel-
come they received at the centre, and
by the sincerity confidence and gen-

Suech plants should be.

eral demeanous of those engaged op
the projeect.

* * *

Afternoon tea at the home of My
and Mrs John Jay was a welcome
interlude for those who took the all.
day trip to Wairakei as guests of the
South Auckland Branch. Jchn rung
a large and successful outfit on the
newly developed farmlands at Repo-
roa.

This trip showed us a country that
ig really tugging at the reins. The
vast pine forests now heing harvested
at Tokoroa and Murupara, the fifth
power station rising on the Waikato
at Atiamuri, the inferno of steam
roaring from the bores at Wairakei,
the wilderness melting away into
pastures at an astonishing rate. And
the river itself, at first charging
impetuously over the Huka Falls and
later flowing sleepily through Hamil-
ton, tired out but happy, after a job
well done. -

* # *

Mr W. B. Bray: Mr Chairman, as
mover of the motion I think I have
the right of reply.

Chairman: But there have been no
objcetions to reply to!

My Bray: Well . . .er ... I kept
some of my ammunition back!
* # *

Mr P. Berry: We aren’t so im-
portant as we sometimes think we
ore. On consulting the Year Book I
find that our industry is smaller than
the erayfishing industry—a somewhat
humiliating position!

President: I declare the Conference
to be mow in committes, (Uneasy
pause.) Will somebody please re-
mind me later to come out of com-
mittee! 2 ! ;

Interjector: A point of order, Mr
Chairman. He’s not speaking to the
motion.

Speaker: It’s all right. T'm going
to sit down in a minute.

My Bray (eloguently): We've heen
ditched.  We've: bcen thrown to the
wolves. And now wé're being saddled
with an £80,000 outfit!
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On the day prior to the opening of
(lonference niembers of the Execu-
tive were 1nvited to the Rotary Club
luncheon in Hamilton, and President
J. W. Fraser was the speaker for the
occeasion, Rotarian Dudley Lorimer
was in the chair, and Jack spoke
easily on the topic of bees and bee-
reeping; and the meeting generally
was a most friendly and enjoyable
event. :
¢ * - "

A trip to the famous glow-worm
caves at Waitomo was one of the
outings organised by our South
Auckland hosts. This proved very
popular with those who made up the
party, providing an opportunity to
see one of New Zealand’s most widely
known attractions.

* * - S

© The South Auckland Branch enter-
tained the wvisitors at a social fune-
tion on the Wednesday evening. A
film from the Superior Honey Com-
pany showed how they do it in
‘America, and they do it very well.
A man with a mike then startled the
audience with a series of realistic
noises—veering all the way from an
air raid to a farmyard scene—so
realistie, in faet, that any ordinary
duck or any Waikato bull would have
envied this man’s vocabulary! :

Mr E. W. Sage then presented a
geries of attractive colour slides, with
interesting comments, illustrating his
recent trip to Britain and the Con-

tinent, and the evening concluded

with supper and a soéial hour.
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GADGETS AND IDEAS

Steam Supply _

Writing in  “The Scottish Bee-
keeper,” C. L. Bruee quotes the ex-
perience of a small heekeeper who
finds that his wife's pressure cooker’
provides an excellent supply of steam
for his uncapping knife. The steam
vent pipe of the cooper is joined to
the knife blade by a length of rubber
tubing while another length of tubing
runs from the blade to a tin or pail
to catch any water that drips from
the tubing. ¥R R

Roller Painting .

Walter Fliegner, commercial bee-
lecper, of Riverton, Wyo., says that
he and others of his neighbourhood
paint their supers and other equip-
ment with rollers; a big improvement
and time saver over the brush.—
{Colorado Bee Notes.) ;

Smore Fuel e
Take's the wife's wash tub and
dump water two inches into the tub.
Dump 4 oz. saltpeter into the water,
Grab an armful of ncwspapers, and
throw down by the tub. huek the
paper sheet by sheet info the water
and keep moving it around with the
wife’'s mop stick. Keep going until
the water iz all soaked up.

Then squeeze the paper into balls
and spread the balls in the sun.
When dry better put the balls info
gomathing like a 10 gallon milk can
for safety sake, as a spark will light

- ik A emoker can be jammed full of

this stuff and never goes out and
idoeézsnot tar; or-gum up the smoker.

w808 Spoke.

goé/Aldérman in American
Bee J ourna;‘l.
i
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and'CA. Adie in

“Glesnings in Bee, Culture,” June,
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“A1l honey_should be less than 17.8

dyser esmtoomoisture before it is ex-

tracted his_is mnecessary in order

effitbntation and to meet

I.ihe reguire ts of a No. 1 honey.
i is alsn_insable to waym the

honey in the comb to help with the

o hapel from the

combs. Eﬁi?tz!t ege requirements can
be_met with the aid _of _a good




30 THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER

August, 1957

vacuum cleaner. Cut a hole in a
super large enough to permit the
entry of the vacuum hose. Above
this super stack seven or eight supers
of honey and turn on the vacuum so
that it will foree air upwards through
the sugers. The vacuum cleaner will

foree a large volume of warm dry air

through the eombs, removing as much
as 1 to 2 per cent. moisture over-

night,”

BEEKEEPING IN WEST GERMANY

Beckeeping in° West Germany

West Germany beekeepers are hop-
ing that the abundant blossom pro-
duced by thiz year’s unusually early

and mild spring may help to improve

their prospects of remaining in busi-
ness. About 10,000 beekeepers, some
ten per cent. of the total, last year

gave up the unequal struggle tqo
obtain a reascnable yield from theip
sSwarms. {

Experts says that intensive farm
cultivation, removing: the source of
much pollen and nectar, is one of
the main reasons for a smaller yielq:
of honey. The use hy fruit ang
flower- growers of chemical prepara-
tions;, some of which are poisonous
to bees as well as to insect pests, is
also playing a part.

In- addition, indifferent weather
during the past four years here hag
produced legs nectar and pollen than
usual, and many bees have died as a
result of an insect disease; nosema.

In the four years ending last
December, the number of swarms of
honey bees in West Germany fell by
about 400,000 to 1,227,000, a drop of
about 25 per cent:. Experts fear that
the decrease will continue, though.
good weather this year could help to
stop. iti—(Reuter.)

* * *

PACKAGE BEES

Packages with young Italian Queen from disease-free apiaries
can be supplied from late September onwards.

Replace winter losses, or start new colonies.

Approximate build up time [0 weeks.
Orders forwarded air freight and advised.
PLACE ORDERS NOW FOR 1957 SEASON

Prices 3 Ib. pkgs. 2 |b. pkgs.
Up to 24 -32/- each 29/- each
Up to 100 31/- each 28/- each
Over 100 30/- each 27/- each

Weight of four 3 Ib. packages crated approx. 28 lb.

Queenless packages. less 6/-

For further particulars write . ..

wl II

HAINES

Bonnetts Road - - Kaitaia, Northland |
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A PLANT‘ FOR TREATING HONEY

gy THE VACUUM PROCESS

(By . Roberts, Apiary Instructor,
Auckland)

plant mnectars, which honey bees
ollect for comversion to honey con-
0. “water in amounts varying from
¢, upwards, depending upon the

nt souree from which. the nectar
‘1;;35 gathered and the degree of rela-
iive humidity existing at the time.
uring the conversion of the nectar
into honey, the bees, by evaporation
gnd manipulation usually reduce the
water content to 17.2% or less. In
normal cireumstances this is always

achieved, but in conditions. of abnor-

mally high rainfall or relative humid-
ity they may be unable to effect a
reduction to this point, As well as
varying percentages of water, plant
‘pectars contain sugar-tolerant plant
yeasts. In honey containing not more
than 17.2% moisture the high degree

of sugar concentration inhibits the

further growth of these yeasts.
When the water content is above this
figure the yeasts may become active
causing fermentation and souring.
The degree of mwoisture present in
any line of honey is therefore one of
the main factors taken into con-

consideration by buyers, and where it

execeeds the acceptable standard of
17.29 the price offered is reduced
accordingly or the line is refused.
In certain areas of New Zealand
relative humidity is frequently very

high throughout the period of the

main honey flow and the bees have
difficulty in exaporating the excess
moisture, Beekeepers in these areas
may thus suffer considerable financial
logs. as a big proportion of their erop

may have only a very reduced market

value,

The successful development in 1954
by C. R. Paterson and T.
Jones, of the Department of Agri-
culture, of a continuous

economically maintain their honey at
the required standard despite the
influence of unfavourable weather.

Messrs Gauthern, of Citrus Api-
aries, Kerikeri, after becoming estab-.

lished in the Bay of Islands area,

Palmer- -

vacuum
progess designed to remove excess
moisture from honey has provided:
a4 means whereby beekeepers can’

found that in some years part of
their honey crop was likely to contain
excess moisture., Because they aimed.
at maintaining a very high standard
of guality in their pack a consider-
able loss was experienced periodically
when much of this low gravity honey
was harvested. On learning of the
development of the wvacuum process
they deeided to incorporate the prin-
ciple in their honey treatment plant.
Prior to the establishment of the
vacuum plant they had developed and
installed equipment which, through a
system of rapid heating and cooling,
destroyed any plant yeasts present
in the honey. While this system.
removed the immediate risk of fer-
mentation through development of
the yeasts it did not remove excess
moisture and the risk of subsequent.
contamination by air-borne yeasts re-
mained. The vacuum plant as orig-
inally designed by Paterson and
Palmer-Jones is compact and contains
all the necesgary equipment such as

‘cylinder, condenser motor and drive

in- one mneat framework which takes
only a little space and could readily
be adapted to fit in most extracting
rooms without extensive additions to
the room.

When constructing their vacuum
plant Messrs. Gauthern decided to
depart from the type of assembly
used originally and to incorporate
within the design the preheating and
cooling plant used by them previ-
cusly. The vacuum cylinder, con-
denser, vacuum tank, pulsator and
rcleaser are similar to the original
design but the mounting of the vari-

_ cus units has been altered to make

the best possible use of existing

“equipment as already installed. The

use of existing equipment and the
incorporation of the preheating and
cooling plant, while effecting a saving
ir outlay has meant a considerable
increase in the space needed to
accommodate the plant. This is not
of great consequence in this instance,
as . sufficient space was available

‘without. alterations or additions to
_buildings being necessary.

This plant
is equally as efficient as the original
design and in its present size ig
capable of processing 3601bs. of
honey per hour while removing up
to. 2.6% of moisture. The preheater
used has been evolved from a section
of a milk-cooling unit, In place of
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cooling water, steam at 2-23lbs. P.S.1.
ig fed into the heater and honey is
allowed to flow over the corrugations
at a rate sufficient to keep the
vacuum cylinder continually supplied.
This heater is highly efficient, the
honey being brought from reom fem-
perature to 120 degrees Fah. in only
the time it takes to flow across the
corrugations of the heater. From the
heater the honey is pumped to the
vacuum cylinder, whence it passes
through the releaser into a sump
from which it is directed to the cool-
ing unit. On leaving the cooling unit
it is fed into storage tanks in an
adjoining room. With this plant the
entire process of heating, drying and
cooling is continuous and automatic.

The plant is operated in conjunction.

with the extraction process so that
a continuous flow of honey from the
eéxtractor to the final storage tank
can. be maintained - the whole time

“ai «a}a).%ft[ 5T
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extraction is being done. Thus in )
course of only a few minutes t};
honey, on leaving the extractor i
strained, preheated to 120 degregy
excess molsture removed, and-cool
to 80 degrees Fah. ready for )
addition of starter and subseque
packing, d

The extracting room is separat,
from the processing room and the
honey is pumped from the extractos
and allowed to flow through  thy
strainers to a half-ton tank in th,
processing room, From this tank thy
honey is pumped to a reservoir im:
mediately above the heater. Thig
reservoir is simply a 60-1b. honey tiy
fitted with a honey gate and -pro
vided with an overflow back into thq
half-ton tank. From the reservoiy
the honey flows down across ‘the
heater into a sump whence it iy
pumped to the vacuum cylinder. The
flow across the heater is regulatey

st J') 'tu ,rrf';.m” !)
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adjusting the gate on the reser-
W-r._ These features, together with
gliding vane type honey pumps,
tershaft drives, and steam leads
re shown in illustration No. 1. Upon

tering the vacuum cylinder the
poney is heater further, the tempera-
fure on discharge from the releaser
panging from 130 degrees to 135 de-
yees. On leaving the releaser the

pey enters a small sump from
which it is fed to the cooling unmit.
This unit consists of a hollow stain-
jess steel roller 12%in. long by 12in.
jameter turning in a trough and
cooled by _a continuous flow of water
fed into the interior through a hollow

ft. Water at temperatures pre-
wailing in the local supply was used
in the first instance but was gener-
ally teo warm to provide good cool-
ing. To ensure consistent and
efficient cooling it was found neces-

sary to considerably reduce the
initial temperature of the ecooling
waler. To this end a header tank
of 15 gallons capacity was installed
and a eooling coil fitted inside. The
coil was then connected to the re-
frigeration unit uwsed in the cool
room. By-pass valves fitted in the re-
frigeration pipe line allow the re-
frigerant to he = diverted to the
cooling water coil whenever desired.
In this way the cooling water is
maintained at a constant temperature
of 34 degrees at the point of input
to the voller. Cooling water is not
re-virculated, the system heing of the
constant loss 4pe with the water
level in the header tank maintained
by a ball valve. The heated honey
from the vacuum cylinder is fed to
one face of the cooling roller where
an attachment spreads it into a thin
film, 'The honey is carried around by

: PRINT No. 2 ;
Showing disposition of vacuum cylinder, condenser, releaser, pulsator,
steam and vacuum gauges, cool water header tank and portion of
cooling roller. .
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the roller to the opposite side where
it is removed by a scraper and
directed to the storage tank in the
packing room. The cooling roller is
driven by an auxiliary drive from
the main countershaft at 12 revolu-
tions per minute. The cooling unit
is most efficient, the temperature of
the honey being reduced from 130-135
degrees F. at which it leaves the re-
leaser to 80 degrees F. during the
two and a half seconds taken by the
roller to make one half revolution.
Capacity of the unit is 400 lbs. per
hour at 12 R.P.M.

Illustration No. 2 shows the dis-
posgition of the vacuum eylinder, con-
denser, releaser, pulsator, steam and
vacuum gauges, cool water header
tank and cooling roller. Header tank
and roller are at the extreme right.
The vacuum tank ig situated beneath
the platform supporting the vacuum
cylinder and condenser. Steam for

the preheater and heating the vacuuy
cylinder is supplied by an oil-fireg
boiler at pressure 2-241bs. P8y
Power for the vacuum pump, honey
pumps, pulsator, and cooling roller i3
provided through countershafts by
one 2 h.p. clectric motor. The of
feed to the boiler is controlled from
within the processing room by ay
articulated rod to which is attacheq
a pointer working on a vernier dia]
This can be seen in the upper centre
of illustration No. 3 which shows the
arrangement of steam leads, pumpg
and countershaft drives. While the
vacuum plant was primarily desigheg
to deal with honeys of high water
conlent Messrs Gauthern consider
that the condition of all honey ig
improved through treatment with thig
plant. Accordingly all their produe-
tion is o treated irrespective of the
degree of moisture content. Where
the moisture content is at or below

PRINT No. 3 i
Showing motor vacuum pump, counter shafts, steam leads, vernier dial
) for controlling oil feed 4o bailer.
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rmal levels the vacuum is reduced
"that excessive drying does not
Suwur- For a plant of this nature to
ﬂunction satisfactorily some means of
fwﬂy determination of the moisture
qtent of the honey is essential,
ossrs Gauthern find that a small
cket type sugar refractometer is
ite satisfactory for the purpose.
1°No accurate records of the cost of
anufacture of the. various com-
nents have been kept but Messrs
Pauthern estimate that apart from
their own labour the total cost of
anufacture and conversion was
spproximately £1560.

no

BEE TISSUE STUDIES

(EptTor’'s NoTe. — The following
article by Mervin Lynch ap-
peared in the November, 1955
jgsue of “Gleanings in Bee Cul-
ture)” It throws some new and
interesting light on the process
of reproduction and sex deter-
mination in honeybees}.

Hybrid hee breeding presents ex-
cellent prospects of increased profits
for the commercial beekeeper. Con-
trol of the honey yield, temper, and
other economiec characteristics made
possible by bee-genetic studies are
the key to these increased profits.

Heredity in corn, chicken, hogs, and
other livestock and farm crops has
heen studied extensively for years,
pat almost nothing has been done in
the study of bee breeding or bee
genetics.

In view of this, research work in
bee geneties has been reeently inten-

sified in a few ecolleges and experi-

ment stations. At Iowa State College

two major lines of bee research are

under way. They are:

1. An intensive study of the gen-
etic aspects of gynandromorphic
bees, :

2. A study of disease resistant
strain bhees. j

The second of these two, a study

of disease resistant strain bees, con-
terng itself with the elimination of
such bee diseases as “American Foul-
brood.”

The first line, a study of gynandro-

morphic bees, is one which research
scientiste at Iowa State College hope

will lead to eventnal explanations of
sex determination and reproductive
phenomena in bees.

This research was begun in 1948.
Dr. Walter Rothenbuhler, then a
member of the undergraduate staff,
gpotted a bee in a college bee colony
that had a male head on a female
body, Further examination revealed
aother abnormal bees, Some had one
leg with a pollen basket and the
other leg with none, Frequently a
male eye appeared on one side and a
female on the other side.

Dr. Rothenbuhler was curious about
these features. His major professors,
Dr. John W, Gowen and Dr. 0. W,
Park, told him that this was a
gynandromorphic bee, A check in the
library showed him that gynandro-
morphis had been known for the past
150 years, but no one had ever been
able to explain why or how they had
developed. :

He learned that three explanations
had been -submitted in respect to the
origin of gynandromorphic tissues.
These are: (1) that the male tissue
originated from the queen; (2) that
the male tissue originated from the

drone; and (3) that the male tissue

originated from hoth parents.

(1) The queen-bee origin of the
male tissue was proposed by Tt
Boveri in the following manner: One
sperm enters the egg in the fertiliza-
tion process. Something delays it
from reaching the egg’s nuclenus. In
bees this nucleus does not need to be
fertilised but can develop into a
drone by itself. Thus the egg cell
might divide into two cells as a start
toward the development into a drone.
If the sperm then fertilises one of
the two egg cells, this union would
begin the development of the female
or worker tissue. The unfertilised
egg cell would continue to develop
into the male tissues of the gynan-
dromorph.

(2)T. H, Morgan believed that the
male tissne might be originated from
the drone.. He conceived that two
sperms might enter the egg where
only one nucleus was present. If one
of these sperms fertilised the egg
nucleus, the fertilised egg nucleus
would develop into the female tissues.
The other sperm would degenerate
in the case of a normal bee or it
might develop into the male tissues
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of the gynandromorph.

{3) Morgan later altered his con-
cept while working with T. H.
Bridges. The two men proposed that
the male tissue might originate from
both parents, and explained their
‘theory in this way: Occasionally a
chromosome, which is a carrier of
hereditary traits, might be lost from
an egg cell nucleus that is otherwise
normal. This might result in male
tissue formation In an otherwise
female bee.

Dr. Rotherbuhler examined each
cne of these proposals experimentally
on gynandromorphic strains at the
Towa State College bee farms. He
found that the male tissue developed
from an accessory sperm, as was the
case of the second explanation. This
meant that the male tissue originated
from the drone.

Biologically this was quite a dis-
covery. Cases of sperm reproduction
were extremely rarve if they existed
at all in biological history. Sperm
reproduction had been reported as
only possible explanations for the
origin of male tissues in pigeons,
g_llkworms, and flies, previous to this

ime.

Hiz evidence had to be thoroyg
and here’s how he gathered it. }
first job was to show that one of
three hypothesis was the correct gy
He set up a mating between a gyng
dromorph producing queen with jvg
eyves and a drone with chartrey
EVES, 2

Under the first proposal oﬂ'spr
would be expected to h
female eyes and ivory male ey
the female part would have inherit,
characteristics of both parents whep
as the male parts would have j
herited characteristies of only
mother.

The offspring under the seoo
proposal would have black femaj
and chartreuse male eyes; that is
male parts would have the charg
teristics of both parents.

Under the third proposal th
gynandromorphic  offspring  woul
have all black eyes; that is both maj
and female parts would have iy
herited characteristics from botj
parents.

Among 5,000 worker progeny borg
in the test at Towa State Collegg
350 gynandromorphs were produced)
Worker facets in the eyes of the

ROYAL

We are world-wide distributors of trade-marked

"API-VITALEX" ROYAL JELLY PRODUCTS
offered commercial in capsules, scientifically compounded
into Beauty Creams and also suspended in Honey.

We seek distributors throughout the English-speaking world. ‘

JELLY

g b A =

Interested individuals or organisations who feel qualified to

act as wholesale agents write airmail fo—

i

“APLVITALEX," BOX 6674, DALLAS 19, TEXAS, US.A.
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dromorphs were black indicat-
.ﬁ‘nmizhat they arose from both
”’grents. "The male eyes of the
P dromorphs were  chartreuse,

thigﬁl indicated that the male tissues
i originated from a sperm produced
8 o drone bee,
Wm support of this conclusion Dr.
erbuhler not only showed that
Bﬂe male tissue looked like the drone,
i jater tests he ‘showed that it
’needs like the drone. He also
E;owed that when two penetically
drerent males are mated with one
B which then has two kinds of
rker offspring, the queen produces
| four expected kinds of gynan-
dmmorphs in expected numbers.
Now it may he thought that gynan-
qomorphs are hard to find. Dr.
Fotherbuhler found less than one per
eent. In college colonies when he
pegan his experiments. Sinee that
tme he has developed a strain of
ees that has produced as many as
15-30 per cent. gynandromorphs; in
fact one queen produced 49 per cent.
offspring that were gynandromorphs.
Much more work iz needed before
any great number of the factors of
hee genetics and bee breeding are
fmown; but, the gynandromorph pro-
mises to be a hand tool in these
investigations.

Reflections
o« from the 63%«5-‘1)%&

Royal Jelly

Up to the present we have no
authoritative confirmation of any
medicinal value in royal Jelly, hut
there seems to be a world-wide in-
terest in preparations derived from
this substance. “The Australasian
Beekeeper” of June, 1957, publishes
inquiries from the Australian and
United States manufacturers whe
require royal jelly in 100 oz, lots. It
ippears that it is being offered for
tale in .several countries in various
forms and is being credited with
thenomenal curative and restorative
fowers, :

- Royal jelly~plays such an import-

ant part in the honeybee society that
it would not be surprising if it had
unusual medicinal qualities. But so
far its chemical composition is ob-
seure and it is doubtful whether its
vital properties persist after a few
weeks of storage, so in the meantime
its indiscriminate use should not he
encouraged. The distribution, at this
stage, of vague concoctions possess-
ing supposed miraculous power de-
rived from royal jelly could lead to
severe disappointment or injury and
might well bring the beekeeping
industry into disrepute, )
Sun Navigation of Bees

Commercial  beekeepers  usually
have little to say about Professor
von Frisch’s interpretation of the
honeybee dances; evidently it ‘has
only a limited significance for them,
or perhaps they have some doubis
about its wvalidity. :

According to von Frisch, the bees
perform directional daneces within the
hive and show the way to a source
of honsy by reference to the sun’s
position. Even after an interval of
time, during which the direetion of
the sun hasg changed congiderably,
they can “allow” for the sun’s move-
ment, both in their flight and in their
dances within the hive.

What happens when bees are
moved from the mnorthern to the
southern hemisphere where they find
that the sun takes an apparently
opposite direction of travel, i.e., anti-
clockwise instead of clockwise? Re-
cently this question was investigated
in a series of experiments which are
digsenussed by H. Kalmus in “Bee
World” of February, 1957. It was
found that the navigation sense of
the bees is upset by the change (i.e.
they allow for a movement of the
sun in the wrong direction), but
with the passing of time it becomes
adapted to the mnew environment.
How long this process of adjustment
takes is mnot clear, but the author
suggests that it is brought ahout by
an evolutionary change rather than
by a change in the individual bee as
a result of its own experience.

It might bhe argued that bees re-
cently imported to southern elimes
from the northern hemisphere are as
successful in foraging as the old-
established straing; but this does not
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disprove the above finding, says
Kalmus. It merely indieates that
the role of sun navigation in the
foraging of workers is not an im-
portant one.’ B

Advertising

A programme of honey advertising
starts off with the advantage that
our commmodity i a genuine product.
It is nutritious, good to eat, and a
natural food. Consequently it re-
quires no high pressure salesmanship
but only a quiet publicity seheme to
keep it before the consumer. In fact,
the oceasional opportunities for edu-
cational work, if properly taken, are
probably of more value than direct
advertising of the more obvious type.

The qualities of honey were aired
rather effectively at the popular re-
quest session from 4YA recently, It
was a wintry night, with snow fall-
ing softly outside, and the announcer
had the beginnings of a bad cold.
Early in the session a listener call-
ing herself - “Ex-Nurse” phoned in
a sure remedy for colds and influenza
and the announcer repeated it two
or three times during the evening as
a topical item for his informal patter.
Two crushed aspirins mixed into a
tablespoon of honey—as simple as
that, “Take the bixture with alae-
rity,” said the announcer cheerfully.
“If you dote have eddy alaerity—
well, just eat it raw!”

Weather Forecast

_According to the “British Bee
Journal” of March 30, 1957, the
long-range weather forecasters pre-
dicted that this season would bring
to Britain the hottest summer for
many years, and that in future there
would be & gradual change to warmer
and drier summers. Since that date
we have read of pronounced heat
waves in many parts of Europe, so
the predietion for this year has come
true, in part at least,

This gives New Zealand weather
prophets something to work on in
forecasting the nature of the coming
honey season. But most beekeepers
probably have enough experience of
our fickle climate to take the fore-
casts wtih a grain of salt, whatever
they are. QCur recommendation is to
be prepared, as the boy scouts have
it, and make the best of whatever
comes.

[TALIAN
QUEENS |

1957-58

Please Note that I am ful!
booked up for October ang
am now taking orders for

i
1
!

‘.
j

“November.
1 Selw
Quantity Untested Tested Testag
1 o9/~ 13/- 16/
2 17/6 256/~ 30/
3 25/6 36/~
4 33/- 47/~
B 40/— B8/~
10 T1/6 110/~

20 and over—150/- per 20.

Selected Untested, add 1/- extra per
Queen. :

Breeders, £3/3/- each (when avail-
able)}.

Delivery October to March.
Terms: Cash with order.
- Cheques to have exchange added,
Telegrams, 1/- extra.

Orders over 20 Airmailed free on
request, b
Orders under 20, 2/2 extra.

The development of these Queens
extends over a period of 20 years,
resulting in the ereation of a hard
working, high producing and non-
swarming strain of gentle tempera-
ment.

Bred from disease-free hives under

natural conditions.

Apply to—

F. D. WHITE

Commercial Queen Breeder,
. Box 32,
KAMO, NORTH AUCKLAND
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CORRESPONDENCE

Darfield, 12/7/5%.

The Editor, “N.Z. Beekeeper”
Dear Sir,—As a retiring member
of the Honey Marketing Authority,

wigh to offer myself for re-election.
puring my two years of office I have
ndeavoured to obtain the maximum
ipformation as to the overall opera-
tions of the Authority with a view
to passing on this knowledge to honey

roducers, and also in a sincere

endeavour to play my part in over-
coming the problems which from time
to time have arisen.

As an active beekeeper I have
found my duties no easy task, and I
see no immediate solution to the chief
eoncern of  suppliers, namely, How
can the payout be substantially in-
creased? When it is realised that an
increase of 1d per 1b. to suppliers on
gn intake of 1500 tons of honey would
require - approximately £15,000 addi-
tional revenue, it will be quickly
recognised that only a corresponding
jncrease in  overseas prices or a
marked rise in the volume of loeal
gales. could achieve this desirable

oal.
: The Authority continually reviews
its cost  structure, and where
economies ¢an be made they are made
immediately.

Cheese-paring can only lead to less
effective serviee, and the savings
made by such practices would be so
small as to be incaleulable in terms
of fractions of a. penny per lb. in
payout.

From my close observations and
investigations I have formulated the
following opiniong:—

1, The Authority must establish an
efficient melting and packing plant
when it oceupies its new building.
The wide variety of colours, flavours
and condition of honeys received
makes a considerable amount of
blending necessary if all lines are to
be sold to the best possible advan-
tage. It is logical to pack a good
proportion of this honey once it has
been satisfactorily blended and con-
ditioned. :

2, The Authority must not only
take surplus and difficult honeys inte
store. It muat sell them on the hest
posgible market. Strong competition
exists on the overseas market and

prices tend to fall. Shipping and
handling charges continue to rise.
Many lines can still be placed advan-
tageously there, especially darker
grades which are difficult to dispose
of in New Zealand, but figures taken
out by our manager recently show
conclusively that the local market,
particularly in or near Auckland,
shows the hest returms. Our popu-
lation is inereasing by 50,000 annu-
ally, and it seems likely that within
a few years all the good table honey
produced here will be consumed by
New Zealanders, A modest sum
spent annually through approved
channels on advertising honey gener-
ally is, in my opinion, a sound in-
vestment. :

3. Honey packers are rendering an
excellent service to both the buying
public and bulk honey producers,
The Authority's policy in marketing
should always recognise this faet,
but its duty to suppliers must also
be recognised, and it is not unfair
that it should compete with packers
on the local! market on equal terms
of quality, price and service to the
trade. High and ever inereasing
freight charges will largely confine
its operations to territory closest to
the packing depot. :

4, Honey from depots distant from
Auckland should, where possible, be
made available to packers at prices
which will show them a workable
margin of profit. The day is long
past where honey ean be moved about
the country, except for the most
urgent reasons.

6. The high cost of tins and cases
iz an irksome burden on suppliers.
Their use iz continued beecause no
better alternative has yet been found.
Also because this type of packaging
provides a selling point in England
and elsewhere, by reason of the fact
that cases there are at a premium
and can be used or disposed of to
the advantage of the buyer. .

The more honey we pack and sell
locally the more ting and cases could
be returned to suppliers in the North
Isiand, especially to those who pay
high freight charges to the depot.
Return empties rail cheaply.

The new melting plant must, if
possible, ohviate the necessity to pur-
chase ting in order to release the
honey, thus allowing the tins to be
used many times. o
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NICHOLAS’ HIGH GRADE . Tk
COMB FOUNDATION

IS MANUFACTURED FROM THE FINEST OF PURE BEESWAX,
YOUR OWN WAX CONVERTED OR EXCHANGED.
GOOD STOCKS AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.
MY FOUNDATION IS ALSO AVAILABLE AT CONVERSION
~RATES FROM MR. I. G. W. MUNCASTER, QUEEN’'S ROAD,
PANMURE. WAX TO MR. MUNCASTER SHOULD BE SENT
TO THE ELLERSLIE STATION.

FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO:

T. W. R. NICHOLAS

T

P.O. BOX 28

PHONE 2368 ::

HAWERA

The new building when completed
will be a tremendous asset to the
Authority and to the industry gener-
ally, Much of the physical difficulty
of handling large quantities of cased
honey will be removed. Some. econo-
mies will result.

The new conditioning and packmg
plant must incorporate facilities for
an improved pack of softer texture.
Spreadability sells honey today.

7. I approve the appointment of a
selling agent in Auckland. Selling on
a competitive market is a specialist’s
business.

‘8. The issue of price indexes from
time to time should be the duty of
the Honey Marketing Authority.

The recent price index issued by
the National Beekeepers’ Association
was a highly ecommendable effort. It
should be noted, however, that the

only prices on that index which have

been strictly adhered to by the trade
throughout the Dominion are the
wholesale prices which, after consul-
tation with the Wholesalers’ and Re-

in my opinion, of

tailers’ Associations were rTecom-
mended by the Chairman of the
Honey Marketing Authority.

9. I support Mr E. A. Field a3
Chairman of the Authority.

Assisted by the recently adopted
standing rules of procedure, hig
leadership and executive ability are,
aramount import-
ance to the Honey Marketing Author-
ity at the present time.

Yours falthfully,
. B PEARSON

“My wife and I had words, but I
didn’t get around to using mine.”—

Public opinion is merely what
people think other people are think-

HONEY TINS

We can promptly supply your requirements.
ALL SIZES MAY NOW BE SUPPLIED.

J. Gadsden & Co. Ltd.

~ P.0. Box 94, AUCKLAND; P.0. Box 14, 'PETONE;
P.0. Box 216, CHRISTCHURCH; P.0O. Box 669, DUNEDIN.
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fo the Editor, “The N.Z. Beekeeper.”
gir,—Letters under a nom-de-plume
qvariably come from those who en-
Lavour to disparage the efforts of
others, and by sheltering under the
doak of anonymity their identity
gseapes publication in a retaliatory
reply- “Time for a Change” seems
jo be in this category.

1n my letter of a previous issue,
o, which your correspondent refers,
1 did not make the ridiculous asser-
Hon that the removal of priece control
o iteelf would result in improved
tnrng to the producer. Every prim-

industry knows from experience

t without organised marketing

shere would be no possibility of a

ayahle price to producers, This is
particularly applicable to the Honey
|mdustry where we have anything up

o 2,000 tons over our local market
gpresent intake.

[t surely is of some significance
that in spite of the fact that price
cgntrol was removed at the most
anfavourable period of the season for
the industry, organised effort actually
ifted the local price to the heekeeper
1) per cent. practically overnight.

suggest that producer representatives
on the H.M.A. should have calmly
remained indifferent to an enforeable
price order decree that consistently
wefused to allow for the recovery of
ting, cazes and freight to the H.M.A.
depots from suppliers? This issuve is
still hefore us, bul at least we have
wmoved one stumbling block to its
slution.,

I fail to see how my Auckland
sddress places me out of touch with
the beckeepers in view of the fact
that about half the production of the
Dominion eomes from the Auckland
provinee, and I think it would be
readily conceded by my colleagues
that my residing in this city has
tperated to the advantage of the
Authority.

In the course of my thirty-three
vears in the industry I have not
missed more than seven or possibly
tight meetings of the Hamilton meet-
ngs of N.B.A., and I was overseas
lnring four of these meetings. Fur-
ermore, I believe that since coming
n to this Authority I have addressed
8§ great a number of meetings
throughout the country as any man

Does your correspondent serionsly -

in the industry.

I am “out of touch” with the
beekeepers (as your correspondent
asserts) I would like to be informed
what more one i expected to do to
be “in touch” with them.

However, should the beekeepers in
the area of your correspondent feel
that I have negleeted them and will
advige me accordingly I will cheer-
fully visit their district at my own
expense and regardless of the dis-
tance it may be from Auckland.

Yours, ete.,

 WALLACE NELSON.
July 15th, 1957. .

8ir,—You have not yet published
a reply to that part of my letter,
appearing in the May issue, which
referred to Mr Nelson, and the evi-
dence he gave in the February issue
of being completely out of touch with
events regarding de-control of honey
prices, when he said, “it is clear”
and “it would appear” that efforts
to have pricz control abolished have
failed, at a time when to others,
apparently better informed, de-con-
trol was imminent. I suggested that
Mr Nelson had, bclatedly, realised
that the abolition of price control, in
itself, would not enable the H.M.A.
to increase the pay-out to suppliers.

The gaining of a free market has
often been associated with stepped-up
sales from the Authority through the
appointment of an agent. The agent
has heen appointed, and what is the
result? Local sales of the H.M.A.
packs ssem to have reached an all
time low.

Sir, the retiring representatives
have been announced, and I am still
of the opinion that it is—

TIME FOR A CHANGE.

25 Carlton 3t., Te Awamutu.

Sir,—As a nominee for election to
the Honey Marketing Authority, I
should like to state my position and
views to your readers.

I am the owner of 300 registered
hives of bees and have a £9,000
investment in a bulk supply outfit,
and am a packer of approximately
50 tong of honey per annum.
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The following are some of the
measures I shall try to implement if
elected :—

1. To reduce the overhead expenses
of the Authority to the minimum
consistent with a maximum of effici-
ency. In this conneetion I advocate
a reduection in remuneration of
Authority members by £100 per an-
num as I consider that, in view of
the small number of meetings now
held, that the present scale iz unwar-
ranted.

2. To install initially a packing
plant sufficient to pack efficiently up
to 400 tons of honey per annum
rather than commence with one eap-
able of handling 1,000 tons, which
may never be reguired.

3, To pay to suppliers of all grades
of honey the nett wvalue to the Au-
thority, backed by figures, so that all
suppliers will know the true value
of their honeys and that they will
not bhe subsidising suppliers of other
grades.

Note: These figures have never
been made available to suppliers.

4, To pack one or more darker
packs than the present Imperial Bee
95 colour. All packs to be sold at
the same price and a  considerable
proportion of the amount spent on
advertising the Authority’s brands to

be devoted to the darker packs,

5. To cream all packs put out
the Authority. v
Note: Enquiries from merchan
and retailers support the view thy
the falling off in sales of Imperjy
Bee honey is mainly attributable ¢

its lack of spreadability.

6. During my term of office, j
elected, I pledge myself to resist ap
attempt to inerease the seal levy,

7. If the overseas price of hon
falls still further, to draw on {j,
reserve fund for an extensive advep
tiging campaign throughout Ney
Zealand.

In conclusion, I feel that my sen
vice on the Executive of the Nationg]
Beekeepers’ Association has enableg
me to appreciate the problems of a]
beekeepers from all parts of the
Dominion, and producers can ha

-assured that I shall not be influenceq

by sectional interests but will sup.
port those measures that will, in my
opinion, be of henefit to the wholg
I am in Awuckland at least twice
every month and think it advantage.
ous to suppliers to have a membep
of the Authority able to keep in cloge
touch with the manager, staff and
packing operations.
Yours faithfully,
E. D. WILLIAMS.

C.0O.

BEESWAX

BEST MARKET PRICES

FOR PURE CLEAN WAX
CASH on receipt of Wax and
Write NOW Stating Quantity available.

PRODUCTS LTD.

Box 7035, Wellington, S.1.

Invoice.

Telephone 24-541

BEEKEEPING IN CANADA

The honey-producing industry in
Canada is far ahead of its New Zea-
land counterpart in many respects,
sava Mr G. F. Toogood, of Gore,
recently returned from the northern
Dominion.

Mr Toogood, a well-known district

apiarist before leaving for Canada,
where he spent just on three years,
left New Zealand at the behest of
the Peace River Honey Company at
Dawson Creek, British Columbia.
The company by which Mr Too-
good was employed is the higgest
honey-producing concern in British
Columbia, putting out 2000 hives of
bees in the fields, which contain an
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gndance of flora. - This consists
ab inly of mixed clovers, and includes
miernea or, as the Canadians know
gtu alfalfa.
Wohe hives arve put out between

;il 20 and May 6. At this time
M; weather is settled, the days are
the and warm, contrasting with New
ealand spring conditions which are
z,gquenth;r unsettled. In the British
) jumbian north country, under the
mence of calm, settled weather, the
iyes are built up quickly with honey
thered from thousands of acres of
@ delions. . ]
of June the clovers are coming in,

d the bees are in full production
i July, August and September.
pritish Columbian - beekecpers are
plessed with very heavy yields. Two

gand hives put out in 1956 by
company for which Mr Toogood

was working produced 175 tons of
poney, and in one yard 15 tons were
extracted from 100 hives, in which
the honey was gathered from lucerne.
Mr Toogood considered that in New
7ealand 100 hives would produce on
an average four to five fons.

The Dawson Creek company, Mr
Toogood went on, had a heated ex-
racting room which measured about

40ft by 30ft. The honey was handled

py three b0-frame extractors, oper-
ated by a staff of four girls. Can-
ning was done by a man in a room
below. .

All the honey was packed in 701b
dgrums, and shipped to Edmunton,
Alperta. The drums could be re-
turned to the company to be filled
again, -

6 Cents a Ib,

The average price received by the
mroducer for bulk honey was 16 cents
a pound, said Mr Toogood, who
added that the New Zealand pound
rate was worth two dollars T0 cents
in Canadian currency. Freight, he
said, was paid by the purchaser,
which, in the case of the Peace River
tompany, was an Alberta concern
which bought millions of pounds’
weight,

All Canadian honey was sold on
the home market, said Mr Toogood,
and it was necessary to import a
freat deal to meet econsumption
lemands.

Beckeeping, he pointed out, was
e of the most profitable of Can-

IFrom about the middle

ada’s primary industries, and it paid
handsome dividends for a farmer who
undertook honey production as a side-
line. Mr Toogood said farmers
warmly welecomed the operations of
apiarists, so alive were they to the
importanee of the honey bee to the
pollination of clovers. He instanced
a case in which up to 900lbs of seed
to the acre had been harvested where

- hives had heen establighed.

The last of the honey had been
brought in by the end of Oectoher,
said Mr Toogood, and gas was re-
leased in the hives to destroy the
bees. Destruction was carried out
because it was more economical to
buy bees from United States breeders
than to winter the hives. Bees in
2lb packages were purchased from
Californian producers, Mr Toogood
mentioned,

Dawson Creek, which had a popu-
lation of 300 at the outbreak of the

 Second World War, to-day is a thriv-

ing town of 10,000 inhabitants. Mr
Toogood expects that it will become
a city in 1958, Dawson Creek is the
starting point of the famed Alaska
highway, which stretches for a dis-
tance of 1500 miles. Though it has
a gravel surface, the highway is a
fine ones, and it is kept in very good

-repair in hoth winter and summer.

It carries a heavy volume of tourist
traffic from the United States, and
freight haulers travel over it da
and night. ;

Winters Not Bad

Mr Toogood said the summer in
the north land of British Columbia
was very hot and the days were long.
The spring was good, and the winters
on the average were not bad. By
Canadian standards they were gener-
ally mild. However, last winter was
the toughest known in the Peace
River area., On one occagion the
thermometer dropped to 55 degrees
below zero for a frost recording of
87 degrees. i

There was very little rain in the
north country of the province, and
in winter the ground froze 9ft to
11ft deep. Moisture from the thaw
watered the crops. i

At Dawson Creek water and sewer-
age mains were laid fo a depth of
11ft to prevent freezing.

Mr Tocgood, who has thoughts of
returning te Canada, said the shops
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were erammed with goods. TFood was
beautifully packaged, and clothing of
gl descriptions was of an excellent
standard. The cost of living was
mueh the same as that in New Zea-
land. “Some things are cheaper and
some are dearer,” he pointed out.
In Mr Toogood’s estimation, the
Canadian farmer works harder than
his ecounterpart in New Zealand. In
a relatively short season, he toils day
and night preparing the ground for
the sowing of grain, and then again
at harvest time.
—“Mataura Ensign.”

HANDLING QUEENS

I won't venture to say how many
queens I have caught in the course
of years working bees. The first
thing I learned was NEVER pick a
cueen up by the body, Some people
just can’t handle queens safely. It
is a precigion job, and the good queen
cager must have a light, delicate
touch, yet firm enough to hold the
queen securely.

Here’s how I was taught and have
done it for years. First know which
hand wou want to hold the scissors
in, right hand for most people; catch
the queen by the wings with that
hand, then place her on your opposite
thumb; she will take hold with all
six feet, then place a finger on each
side of the quecen, holding three legs
with each finger, then release the
wings with the right hand and clip
off part of 2 wing on whichever side
has heen agreed upon. Some breed-
ers clip the left side one vear and
the right side the next year. Drop
the seissors. I have them tied on
with a long cord, Paint her while
you have her, eount 25 slowly, while
gshe dries off, and she iz ready to
cage or put into a hive.

A queen usually won't stick her
wings up like workers do, so put
your middle finger in front of her,
and bring each of your next fingers
up, one on each side with a gentle
stroke and raise the wings. Betfer
practice on drones first, then you'll
soon cateh on and be surprised how
easy it is to cateh, clip, paint, and
cage queens in that order.

—C. W. Lindsey, in “Gleanings.”

August, 1 95%
L5

ONCE IN A LIFETIME
By B. L. Morehouse

It is an established fact that fo,
each colony only one queen is g,
erated. That's a law of the hive.
with tomporary exeeptions!

Here's my story—and please be
lieve it, because it is true. Back iy
the ’30’s, one August day, I wy
going through a brood nest and dig
covered two cueens in the same hrogg
box, one clipped right wing and thg
other left, indicating a last yeary
queen and a present year's .queen
I called my brother fo see, because
it is not too uncommon to find g
mother and daughter laying in ths
same box for a short time. Then, t5
our surprise we saw a third un.
clipped laying queen on the same
frames!

Were we excited! We could hardly
leave the find. We just wanted tq
look at those three gueens going
separately about their appointed
tasks, But, of course, we did closa
the hive without separating the
queens, as we really did not have the
heart to disrupt such a happy family,
Eventually there was only one queen
in the hive.

This is the only incident of the
kind in my 30 years of beekeeping,

~and it was so uncommon I could nof

forget it.

(The late Gearge 5. Demuth, former editor of
Gleanings, and a beekesper for 50 years, once
found three gueens Tn a colony, grandmother,
daughter, and granddaughter. Possibly some of
our readers have had a similar experience. It
sears probable thai there ara meore two-gueen
colonies than beekeepers suspect, but three queen
colonies may ba wery rare.—Edifor)

‘—From “Gleanings.”

Honey Nuggets

Four ounees bhutter, 4 oz. honey, 1
dessertspoon sugar, % teaspoon vine-
gar, 1 egg, 6 oz. flour, 1 oz. best corn-
flour, 1 eake dark choeolate, 1 teaspoon
baking powder, 1o0z. cashew (or
other) nuts, vanilla essence to taste.
Cream hutter, sugar and honey very
well, Add vinegar, beat in egg, add
flour and cornflour, baking powder.
Lastly add the nuts and the choeolate
cut small. Put spoonfuls on greased
tray. Bake in moderate oven.
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BEE SUPPLIES
COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPERS. Check through your equipment now

and replace all that is not up to standard with "Commercial
Type" Supplies. We now manufacture Storeys, Roofs and
Bottom Boards that are designed and priced for Commercial
Beekeepers, Write now, direct, or to your local Stockist of
Alliance Bee Supplies for full information.

METAL FRAME EXCLUDERS. A shipment of Waldrex all-metal
Queen Excluders is due shortly and we are now accepting orders
for delivery on arrival, Price 11/- each, or 10/- each in dozen
lots or more. ;

PARAFFIN WAXING UNITS. For a matter of pence you can
preserve your storeys, roofs and bottom boards when you use
an "Alliance" paraffin waxer. These units are manufactured of
20 gauge tinned steel with two B00w/1000w/2000w 3-heat
elements. They are 20in. x 26in. x 15in., and are fitted with a
honey gate to facilitate draining. :

Reasonably priced at:—

Wired for 2000 wats only on each element. This unit can later have
3-heat switches fitted if desired.

Without stand - - - -  £13/15/0
With stand - - - - £I5/15/0
Wired with two 3-heat switches, enabling the use of waitages from
500 to 4000.
Without stand - - - - £17/15/0
With stand - - - - £19/15/0

All above prices plus crating at nominal cost.
WE SUPPLY — ' )
"EVERYTHING NEEDED FOR SUCCESSFUL BEEKEEPING"

The Alliance Bee Supplies Co. Ltd.

Telegrams: 25 Sawyers Arms Road,
"BEEWARE" CHRISTCHURCH. - Papanui,
Telephone 49-841 CHRISTCHURCH, N.W.2.
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Classified Advgrtisemehts

EMPLOYMENT
YOUNG MAN requires work in com-
mercial apiary for 3 weeks from 18th
November to Tth December.—Write
to P. R.D., ¢/o. The Editor.

EMPLOYMENT

YOUNG SINGLE MAN requires
position during coming season in
South Island with good home. Ex-
perienced in all aspects of beekeep-
ing.
Reply to “ BEEREEPER,”
c/o. The Editor.

WANTED
8-FRAME Reversible Honey Extrac-
tor wanted. Please write with full
particulars to N, C. Cotton One Tree
Point, Ruakaka R.D., Northland.

FOR SALE

8-FRAME Reversible Pender Extrac-
tor, good order. One Honey Tank,
11 ton. £35 or near offer. — A,
Lawson, 9 Whitaker St, Kawerau,
Bay of Plenty.

RADIAL EXTRACTORS (Root)
45-Frame, in good working order
and condition. Cheap for cash.

Apply to—

J. C. NEILL
13 Rother Street, Oamaru.

FOR SALE

200 HIVES, in first-class order, as
going concern. Honey house, douhle
garage and store, sheds, truck and
all equipment mcluded with 4 acres
land freehold. This is a compact
easily - managed outfit capable of

extension, and. terms will be made

available if required.
Apply to—
“BOX,” c/o. The Editor.

300 HIVES, honey house and plg

- now to—

Augnst, 1,

FOR SALE

going concern; also house, Ngg
Canterbury, good location,

Apply to—
“BEES,” ¢/0. The. Edltor

FOR SALE

120 STANDS OF BEES
120 STANDS OF BEES
Fully-equipped Honey House,
all electric,

and 5-ROOMED HOUSE
Room for 2000 Hives,

Apply to-—

“HONEYFARM,”
- ¢/o. The Editor.

FOR SALE

FOLDING WIRE GAUZE “'}1
VEILS, £1/5/-, post free. Satisfag
tion guala.nteed Mail wyour ords .|

J. DARBY,
Hilltop Apiaries, R.D. Bombay.

il

HIVE MATS
PHORMIUM HIVE MATS (16 x 2
inches), to fit standard hive boxey
are available in bales of 150 mats a
£4/15/- per bale, f.o.r., Foxton.
ORDERS for not less than one halg
accompanied by cash and stating raik
head to which delivery is reguired
should be sent to— -

" THE GENERAL SECRETARY
P.0O. Box 19, Foxton.

(Unecut rolls of mattmg cloth are nq
longer available) . l

L
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THE NATIONAL

’EEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION

g— YN
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
ypte 30 colonies s (9 9 3
(minimum)
Upto 60 colonies 010 0
to 90 colonies 016 0
to 120 colonies w170 O
pto 160 colonies . 1 B 0
Upto 180 colonies we 110 0
Up to 210 colonies 116 0
Upto 240 colonies 2 0 0
Up to 270 colonies 2 5 0
Up to 300 colonies R 2] O
Up to 380 colonies o i B ()
Up to 360 colonies . 3 00
Up to 390 colonies 3 5 0
Up to 420 colonies 310 0
Up to 460 colonies & over 316 0
{maximum)

An Associate Member shall pay 5/-
per annum.

* & %

APIARY INSURANCE

Arranged by the Association and
available to all members. -

PREMIUM: 1/3 per apiary per
annum.
{Insurance is voluntary, but if

taken, all of a member’s apiaries
must be covered.)

JOIN YOUR NEAREST BRANCH

AND DERIVE FULL BENEFITS.

e ——

ADVERTISEMENT RATES

£6 per page; £3/6/- per half-page;
£1/16/- per quarter-page; 10/- per
inch; for each insertion. Minimum
charge, 5/-.

“THE N.Z. BEEKEEPER ”

This Journal ig issued free to all
beekeepers in New Zealand having 30
or more registered hives, and to
others who are members of the
National Beekeepers’ Association.

Literary contributions and adver-
tisements must be in the hands of the
Editor, Mr J. McFadzien, 29 Notting-
ham Crescent, Calton Hill, Dunedin,
8.W.1, not later than the first of
month of publication.

‘Noni-de-plume  letters must he
signed by the writer and address
given, not necessarily for publication,
but as proof of good faith. Letters
accepted for publication do not neces-
sarily express the views of the Editor.
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CURRENT PRICES
FOR

BEESWAX

IF YOU HAVE PURE, CLEAN BEESWAX
TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF CASHING
IN ON TODAY'S TOP MARKET PRICES.

Don’t_. delay — write to us NOW

~ stating the quantity available.

SHARLAND

AND COMPANY LIMITED

TAYLORS ROAD
MORNINGSIDE

AUCKLAND
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